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WAUKESHA — The Great Water
Alliance, which will bring Lake
Michigan water to the city of Wauke-
sha, has construction in full force
this spring, taking place in six differ-
ent communities. 

The project met its 50% completion
deadline in February. It will allow a

new water supply from Lake Michi-
gan to be piped from Milwaukee
Water Works to Waukesha. After use
and treatment, the water will be
returned to the lake via the Root
River.

According to the city, they are
required to comply with federal
drinking water standards for radi-
um by Sept. 1, 2023.

The Great Water Alliance issued a
newsletter on Friday, March 18, noti-

fying the public about the latest con-
struction planned throughout south-
eastern Wisconsin. 

In Waukesha, work is taking place
along Sentry Drive at the Clean
Water Plant and along Sunset Drive
at Les Paul Parkway for the return-
flow pipeline; as well as work at East
Broadway at Les Paul Parkway for
the Booster Pump Station Discharge
pipeline and trenches crossings.
Work on the booster pump station
across from Rempe Drive is also tak-
ing place — with large cranes that
can be spotted from across the city.
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An aerial view of the construction site can be seen for the Great Water Alliance project.
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WAUKESHA — Keith
Best, the grassroots out-
reach director for the
Republican Party of
Waukesha County,
announced he is running as
a write-in candidate for
Waukesha mayor.

The April 5 ballot has two
names listed for the seat —
Incumbent Mayor Shawn
Reilly and newcomer Lisa
Salb. Now, Best announced
he is encouraging the
Waukesha community to
vote for him as a write-in
candidate.

“The reason why I decid-
ed to do this is I’ve always
been somebody that has
done what I could to give
back to the community,” he
said.

Best said he was a Big
Brother through Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters for a 10-year-
old Hispanic child after his
sons grew up. He also has
volunteered with the Salva-
tion Army for many years,
ringing bells to collect
donations. Also, after retir-
ing, he worked in the State
Capitol for four years, in
order to give back to the
community, he said. Best
worked for a multi-million
dollar company in sales as
well. Lastly, Best said he
also wanted to highlight the
fact that he’s a blood donor.

Best has not run for an
elected position before, but
he has considered it before. 

“I’ve always seen success
wherever I’ve gone as a nat-
ural-born leader,” he said.
“From what I can tell, the
two people that we have
running for mayor right
now are not.”

In addition, Best said he
has experience working as
the general manager at the
Bakers Square Restaurant
on Moreland Boulevard for
many years — keeping the
business open for much
longer beyond when he
learned the place could
close.

“This time, when I decid-
ed that I heard from a num-
ber of people, that they
asked who they should vote
for since there were no real
conservatives running for
mayor — they decided that
they were going to write my
name in,” Best said. “When
I heard that, they asked if
they could write my name
in and I said ‘Not at all,
we’ll see what happens.’”

In response to the role as
mayor being a non-partisan
seat, Best said: “I’ve always
said that I was a conserva-
tive first and a Republican
second and I think conser-
vative business policies
have always worked for me
and I think that would work
helping to run a city.”

With the election only a
week away, Best said he
knew there wasn’t enough
time to create a full cam-
paign to run in the conven-
tional way for the seat. 

“I just thought, we’ll see
how far I get with word of
mouth,” he said.

Best said his slogan says
it all — “You can’t go wrong
when you go with the Best.”

Best said one of his prior-
ities is to see the water pro-
ject come to a successful
end. He also would make
sure that the city is run fis-
cally sound by working
with the city administrator
to put together strong but
conservative budgets.

Best running for
Waukesha mayor as
write-in candidate

Keith Best
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WAUKESHA — Plans for
the location of the Wauke-
sha Farmers Market may
be different this year, as it

might need to relocate this
spring due to planned con-
struction in the city.

The market is run by the
Waukesha Downtown Busi-
ness Association (WDBA),
who have access to run the
market in the Waukesha

State Bank parking lot each
year — which always kicks
off in May. 

According to WDBA Pres-
ident Chris Janet and
Waukesha Farmers Market
Organizer Norm Bruce, the
WDBA is definitely plan-

ning on still holding the
market this spring —
whether it’s in the same
location or in a to-be-deter-
mined back-up location.

Construction
There are a lot of moving

pieces, Janet said, includ-
ing a variety of construc-
tion projects taking place
near the market location.

Stephanie Ohlfs, vice
president-marketing direc-
tor at Waukesha State
Bank, said they granted

Mandel a temporary ease-
ment for the downtown
apartment project, allow-
ing them to extend signifi-
cantly in their parking
area.

Waukesha Farmers Market might relocate 
Waukesha State Bank, Waukesha Downtown Business Association discussing options 

Great Water Alliance 
construction in full force

MADISON (AP) — U.S. Rep. Scott
Fitzgerald and Sen. Ron Johnson intro-
duced a bill Monday that would require
the U.S. Department of Justice to study
how courts across the country impose
bail and release conditions on suspects
charged with violent offenses.  

The Wisconsin Republicans said the

measure is needed after Darrell Brooks
Jr. allegedly drove his SUV through a
Christmas parade in Waukesha in
November, killing six people and injur-
ing dozens more. Brooks had been
released from jail in Milwaukee two
days earlier after posting $1,000 bail for
allegedly trying to run over his ex-girl-

friend. 
Fitzgerald and Johnson said the bill

would bring transparency to the bail
system and help people understand how
often violent offenders are released. The
rest of Wisconsin’s GOP congressional
delegation has signed onto the bill as co-
sponsors.   

Fitzgerald, Johnson propose bail study 
after Waukesha Christmas parade deaths

See MARKET, PAGE 8A

Drivers advised to expect construction
delays in southeastern Wisconsin
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Large cranes can be seen at the booster pumping sta-
tion located in Waukesha at 2010 E. Broadway, across
from Rempe Drive.
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Water
From Page 1A

In the area of the city and
Village of Waukesha, work
for the return flow pipeline
is also planned along Les
Paul Parkway from S. West
Avenue to south of East Sun-
set Drive. There is also work
planned along Moorland
Road from Westridge Drive
to College Avenue.

In New Berlin, work is
planned for the return flow
pipeline along Interstate 43
from Racine Court to Martin
Road and from Martin Road
to east of Calhoun Road.

In Muskego, work is
planned for the return flow
pipeline along Moorland
Road from College Avenue to
Janesville Road and along
Moorland Road from
Janesville Road to Woods
Road. There is also work
planned along Durham Drive
from Schultz Lane to Hawks
Trail and along North Cape
Road from Boxhorn Drive to

Ryan Road.
Work is also planned

throughout Franklin, West
Allis and Milwaukee.

”While we’re working to
keep traffic open at all times,
obviously there’s going to be
backups,” said Dan Duchni-
ak, general manager of the
Waukesha Water Utility.

Both the water supply and
return flow pipeline are
expected to be completed by
the end of 2022, ahead of
schedule, Duchniak said.
The return flow pump sta-
tion should also be complete
by this summer. The last
part of the project includes
the Waukesha reservoirs and
booster pump station and
the Milwaukee booster pump
station, expected to be com-
pleted in July of 2023.

“Again, we’re pretty excit-
ed here that we’re in the sec-
ond construction season of
this project,” Duchniak said.
“We knew that it was going
to be three construction sea-
sons to finalize everything.
We’re excited to be in the

beginning of that second
season as we get closer and
closer.”

More information about the
project can be found at
www.greatwateralliance.com.

Well #10
The city recently had an

issue with the city’s largest
well, Well #10, according to
Duchniak, as it was forced to
shut down on March 14 due
to a pump failure. The well
was shut down from Tuesday
night into Wednesday morn-
ing last week, but residents
still had water.

Contractors have been on
site assessing the situation
and planning repairs,
according to a press release
from the Waukesha Water
Utility.

“We have a temporary
backup pump and motor on
site, but our contractors
must attempt to recover the
old equipment first,” Duch-
niak said in a statement.
“We confirmed last week
with cameras that the pump

and motor, along with 230
feet of column pipe, have
fallen to the bottom of this
2,200-foot well. The parts we
need to remove weigh more
than 11 tons. That work
started today.” 

The timeline for installing
a backup pump and motor is
still being determined. Once
installed, the well will oper-
ate at half capacity until a
permanent repair is com-
pleted. The repair costs are
currently unknown, but an
insurance claim will be filed
due to the breaking of the
support pipe that holds the
equipment in the well.

Duchniak said this is not
the first time that Well #10’s
pump has failed. The city
has been actually averaging
one failure per year among
all of the wells for several
years.

Duchniak said the continu-
ing problems help demon-
strate the need to switch
from the deep aquifer to
Lake Michigan water. 

Market
From Page 1A

“That easement area is
going to shrink substan-
tially as of April 30, just in
time for the farmers mar-
ket,” she said. “So it’s still
going to extend like 50 feet
into our parking lot until
their construction is com-
pleted, but it should be big
enough, and we have been
in touch with the farmers
market and they knew all
about this ahead of time.”

Ohlfs said the new chal-
lenge is another easement
along West St. Paul Avenue
for road construction,
which includes work on
the Madison Street Bridge
— expected to be temporar-
ily closed beginning April
4. In addition, they sold a
small strip of land to the
city for a sidewalk along
West St. Paul Avenue.

“Apparently all their
work is supposed to be
done within — we were
told three or four weeks, so
technically both of these
things should not be an
issue by the time the farm-
ers market starts in May,
but that’s where we don’t
really know ... we do have
concerns about how the
farmers market is going to
run this year in light of all
this and we are hopeful
that it’s going to be suc-
cessful as always,” she
said. 

If the construction pro-
jects are still taking place
when the market is sched-
uled to start, Ohlfs said
she believes that the mar-
ket would still be able to
run there; however, there
would not be as much
space available that the
market typically uses.
Access to the market for
attendees may also be chal-
lenging due to the tempo-
rary road closures.

Bruce said he is hopeful
that the parking lot loca-
tion may work by the mid-
June timeline, when the
farmers market is in full
season. 

Options
Bruce told The Freeman

Monday afternoon that
they ultimately hope to
hold the market in the
parking lot this year, but a
backup option he is
proposing is relocating
onto Main Street. 

Bruce said there is a
negative financial impact
that may occur if the
farmers market is unable
to take place downtown
that would spill over and
impact the downtown
Waukesha businesses.

“If you want to talk
about economic stimula-
tion after having the 2020
COVID year ... and the
farmers market is the only
thing that people did go to
because we thought to
keep it open, and we didn’t
have any incidents with it
— to last year, when things
seemed like they were get-
ting back to somewhat
normal, well then, guess
what, we had the parade
tragedy that takes place,
and now we’re still trying
to get people to come
downtown because of
that,” Bruce said.

Bruce said he’s recently
heard from some cus-
tomers that they were
downtown for the first
time since the Nov. 21
Waukesha Christmas
Parade tragedy, where a
vehicle was driven
through crowds of people.

The WDBA plans to pro-
vide updates when further
information becomes
available. For more infor-
mation on the Waukesha
Farmers Market, visit
https://waukeshadba.
com/programs/farmers-
market.

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
The day after slapping Chris
Rock on the stage of the 94th
Academy Awards, Will
Smith issued an apology to
the comedian, the academy
and viewers at home, saying
he was ‘‘out of line’’ and that
his actions are ‘‘not indica-
tive of the man I want to be.’’  

The fallout of Sunday’s
show continued Monday as
the Academy of Motion Pic-
tures Arts and Sciences con-
demned Smith’s onstage
assault and said it would
launch an inquiry into it.
Later in the day, Smith gave
a stronger apology than he
did in his best actor accep-
tance speech, which notably
didn’t include apologizing to
Rock.  

‘‘Violence in all of its
forms is poisonous and
destructive,” said Smith.
‘‘My behavior at last night’s

Academy Awards was unac-
ceptable and inexcusable.
Jokes at my expense are a
part of the job, but a joke
about Jada’s medical condi-
tion was too much for me to
bear and I reacted emotion-
ally. I would like to publicly
apologize to you, Chris ...
There is no place for vio-
lence in a world of love and
kindness.’’ 

Smith added apologies to
the film academy, producers
of the telecast, attendees,
viewers and the Williams
family. Smith was honored
for his role as Richard
Williams, father of Venus
and Serena.  

‘‘I am a work in progress,’’
added Smith.  

Earlier Monday, the film
academy said: ‘‘The Acade-
my condemns the actions of
Mr. Smith at last night’s
show. We have officially

started a formal review
around the incident and will
explore further action and
consequences in accordance
with our bylaws, standards
of conduct and California
law.’’  

The fallout from Smith’s
onstage assault continued
Monday, as Hollywood and
the public continued to
wrestle with the stunning
moment. 

Smith shocked the Dolby
Theatre crowd and viewers
at home when he took the

stage during Rock’s remarks
after the comedian made a
joke about Jada Pinkett
Smith, Smith’s wife. Rock
said, ‘‘Jada, I love you. ‘G.I.
Jane 2,’ can’t wait to see it.’’ 

The joke touched a nerve.
Pinkett Smith, whose head
is shaved, has spoken pub-
licly about her alopecia diag-
nosis. Smith strode on stage
and slapped Rock across the
face. Back in his seat, Smith
twice shouted for Rock to
‘‘get my wife’s name out
your (expletive) mouth.’’  

Will Smith: 
‘I was out of line
and I was wrong’ 

AP Photo/Chris Pizzello

Will Smith, right, hits presenter Chris Rock on stage while
presenting the award for best documentary feature at the
Oscars on Sunday at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles.

LVIV, Ukraine (AP) — Ukrainian
forces claimed to have retaken a Kyiv
suburb and an eastern town from the
Russians in what is becoming a back-
and-forth stalemate on the ground,
while negotiators began assembling
for another round of talks today
aimed at stopping the fighting. 

Ahead of the talks, to be held in
Istanbul, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said his country
is prepared to declare its neutrality, as
Moscow has demanded, and is open to
compromise on the fate of the Donbas,
the contested region in the country’s
east. 

The mayor of Irpin, a northwestern
Kyiv suburb that has been the scene of
some of the heaviest fighting near the
capital, said Monday that the city has

been ‘‘liberated’’ from Russian troops.  
And a senior U.S. defense official

said the U.S. believes the Ukrainians
have retaken the town of Trostyanets,
south of Sumy, in the east. 

The official said Russia appeared to
be de-emphasizing ground operations
near Kyiv and concentrating more on
the Donbas, the predominantly Rus-
sian-speaking region where Moscow-
backed rebels have been waging a sep-
aratist war for the past eight years. 

Late last week, with its forces
bogged down in parts of the country,
Russia seemed to scale back its war
aims, saying its main goal was gaining
control of the Donbas.  

While that suggested a possible face-
saving exit strategy for Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, it also raised

Ukrainian fears that the Kremlin
intends to split the country in two and
force it to surrender a swath of its ter-
ritory. 

Meanwhile, a cyberattack knocked
Ukraine’s national telecommunica-
tions provider Ukrtelecom almost
completely offline. The chief of
Ukraine’s state service for special
communication, Yurii Shchyhol, said
most customers were cut off from tele-
phone, internet and mobile service so
that coverage could continue for
Ukraine’s military. 

President Joe Biden made no apolo-
gies for calling for Putin’s ouster, say-
ing he was expressing his ‘‘moral out-
rage,’’ not a new U.S. policy. On Mon-
day, the president said: ‘‘I’m not walk-
ing anything back.’’  

Ukrainians claim to retake ground 
ahead of latest talks

Kenosha
trial delayed

for man
accused in

violent
protests

KENOSHA (AP) — A
judge on Monday delayed
the trial for a man accused
of firing off a ‘‘warning
shot’’ on the night two peo-
ple were killed in Wiscon-
sin during protests over
the police shooting of
Jacob Blake. 

Jury selection was set to
start in Kenosha Monday
in the case of Joshua
Ziminski, 37, who is
charged with a felony
count of arson and misde-
meanor counts of obstruct-
ing an officer and disorder-
ly conduct with a deadly
weapon. Trial was resched-
uled for June 21 because
defense attorney Michael
Barth is tied up with anoth-
er case, the Kenosha News
reported. 

Ziminski, of Caledonia,
is accused of participating
in protests and riots on the
night of Aug. 25, 2020, when
Kyle Rittenhouse of Anti-
och, Illinois, shot and
killed two people and
wounded another. A jury
found Rittenhouse not
guilty on all counts after he
argued that he acted in self-
defense.  

Rittenhouse alleged that
at one point Ziminski
approached him with a gun
and a later yelled ‘‘get him’’
and ‘‘kill him.’’ The crimi-
nal complaint against
Ziminski says he is seen on
video pointing the gun
toward the sky, at which
time police observed a
‘‘muzzle flash’’ and heard a
gunshot. 

Ziminski is being held on
$14,000 cash bond in
Kenosha County Jail. 


