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BROOKFIELD — After shifting to a
virtual event last year, The Elmbrook
Humane Society is slated to host a live,
in-person Wagfest from 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
on Saturday, Sept. 11 at Mitchell Park. 

Community members from through-
out Southeastern Wisconsin are
encouraged to bring their furry friends
to the park for a day of fun and to help
raise money to support EBHS’ mission.

Mitchell Park is located at 19900
River Road in Brookfield, near the
Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the
Arts. 

The day-long festival will include
food, live music from The Bar Downs,
shopping, several different raffles and
of course, activities for dogs, according
to a press release. Raffle prizes are slat-
ed to include (but are not limited to)
animal-themed gift baskets, gift certifi-
cates to local restaurants and retailers,
and much more. 

The proceeds of EBHS merchandise
and all raffles will go directly to EBHS

operational costs and the organiza-
tion’s mission to serve animals and
people in the community.

For the dogs, Wagfest will feature
lure courses, an agility demonstration
and practice arena, Zoomie Zone, Paw-
casso Studio, photo booth, and the
always-popular Puptini Bar, featuring
both Puptinis and Puppuchinos. 

“We’re so excited to be back in-per-
son at Mitchell Park and can’t wait to
welcome people and pups back to
Wagfest this year,” said Heather
Gehrke, executive director at EBHS,
said in a press release.

Sanitary stations will be available
throughout the event grounds, and ven-
dors and staff will follow distancing
guidelines and handwashing practices.

Prong, choke, and shock collars are
not welcome at Wagfest. Flexi-leashes
will also be prohibited. Those who
come to the event with a flexi-leash,
however, will be given the option of
exchanging it for a non-flexi-leash they
can use during the event.

A no-kill shelter founded in 1964,
EBHS provides shelter for homeless
animals, offering a variety of services

and programs including adoption, sur-
render, spay and neuter, humane edu-
cation, pet therapy, dog training and
behavior, and more.

For more information on Wagfest,
visit www.ebhs.org/wagfest or call 262-
782-9261. 

By the numbers

Waukesha County 
COVID-19 cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Deceased: 598
■ Activity level: 424.7 cases
per 100,000 people

■ Cases per 100,000 popu-
lation: 11,918.5
■ State average cases per
100,000 population:
11,301.8
■ Case fatality percentage:
1.3%
■ State average fatality per-
centage: 1.2%

Total vaccine doses
administered: 239,239

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 7,570
■ Positive tests: 653,363
■ Negative tests: 3,135,681

Source: Waukesha County COVID
Case Dashboard, Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Health Services

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com
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WAUKESHA — Govern-
ment officials and business
leaders gathered Thursday
afternoon for a ground-
breaking at the Waukesha
booster pumping station
site Thursday, which is
part of the Great Water
Alliance project that will
bring Lake Michigan water
to the city.

The project will allow for
a new water supply from
Lake Michigan to be piped
from Milwaukee Water
Works to Waukesha. After
use and treatment, the
water will be returned to
the lake via the Root River.

Speakers at the ground-
breaking event Thursday
afternoon included Dan
Duchniak, Waukesha water
Utility general manager;
Waukesha Mayor Shawn
Reilly; Joe Piatt, Water
Utility Commission presi-
dent; Suzanne Kelley,
Waukesha County Busi-
ness Alliance president;
and Waukesha County
Executive Paul Farrow.

Waukesha aldermen, util-
ity workers, developers, city
officials and others arrived
to watch the groundbreak-
ing Thursday. They gath-
ered at the booster pumping
station site located along
East Broadway Avenue
across from Rempe Drive in
Waukesha. The booster
pumping station was origi-
nally proposed to be located
in New Berlin, but after a
lawsuit was dismissed and
both municipalities agreed
upon terms, the station was
relocated to its current site.

Duchniak said construc-
tion is fully underway on
the two pipelines that are
part of the project, which
cover a total of 36 miles.
Work is officially under-
way at the booster pump
station site – the final one
of the six construction
packages, he said.

“Twelve to 15 construc-
tion crews are currently at
work on the pipelines,” he
said. “We have completed
13 of the 36 miles of
pipelines. In addition,
another three crews have

just begun work preparing
for the booster pumping
station at this site.”

The project, he said, is on
track to be completed by
their court-ordered dead-
line of September 2023.

Reilly thanked everyone
involved with the project
Thursday, including com-
munity leaders, city offi-
cials, state and federal law-
makers, business commu-
nity allies, Waukesha
Water Utility employees
and more.

Reilly outlined the
decades of effort it took to
find the “right water sup-
ply solution.”

“Every city needs a safe
and reliable drinking
water to survive and
thrive,” he said. “But in
Waukesha, our deep
aquifer water supply is
severely drawn down due
to generations of regional
use and a layer of shale
that restricts recharge of
the groundwater by rain
and snow. As you know,
our water supply also is
contaminated with natu-
rally occurring radium.”

Piatt said the water pro-
ject will have environ-
mental benefits in the
region, including stop-
ping Waukesha’s contri-
bution to the regional
drawdown of the deep

aquifer; no longer drawing
water that is contaminated
with radium out of the
ground, which leads to the
release of radium into the
environment; and return-
ing the same volume of
water they receive from
Lake Michigan back to the
basin.

For more information on
the project, visit
http://greatwateralliance.c
om.
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Dan Duchniak, Waukesha Water Utility general manager;
Waukesha Mayor Shawn Reilly; Joe Piatt, Water Utility Com-
mission president; Suzanne Kelley, Waukesha County Busi-
ness Alliance president; and Waukesha County Executive
Paul Farrow sign a pipe at the construction site for the boost-
er pumping station on Thursday.

Officials break ground 
for Waukesha booster

pumping stations

On the Web
■ To view a segment of 
the press conference at the
groundbreaking for the 
booster pumping station, 
visit https://bit.ly/3B7rdH4.

Latest step underway to bring new water supply to city 

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com
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MADISON — During a
recent video meeting with
officials from the Wisconsin
Department of Justice Office
of School Safety and school
leaders across the state, the
lines over what types of
speech are protected — and
which aren’t — were high-
lighted. 

The presentation included
discussion over protests and
comments at school board
meetings. The last year had

controversial topics rise to
public conversation, from
COVID-19 policies regarding
masks or vaccines, to racial
justice and policing, climate
change, gun control, and gen-
eral politics. 

An example of speech that
crossed the line was a recent
school board meeting from
Tennessee, where people
allegedly threatened the lives
of medical professionals at
the meeting. 

“That’s when we start see-
ing that direct threat, and
that’s when we’re starting to
see that criminal behavior,”

said Office of School Safety
Director Kristen Devitt.
“When it escalates to threats
of violence or threats to
harm other people, that’s
when we start to see that
criminal activity.” She also
emphasized at the beginning
of the presentation that the
DOJ is not issuing any kind
of recommendation or opin-
ion. 

School activities in Wiscon-
sin, including Waukesha
County, have had problems
related to disruptive mem-
bers of the public. 

A board meeting in Wauke-

sha had to be delayed over the
summer because a member
of the audience kept shout-
ing at the board after public
comment had ended. At a
recent Mukwonago School
Board meeting, one man
became so disruptive that
board members asked that he
be removed. Even board
members receiving praise
have expressed concern; at a
Elmbrook School Board
meeting this month, board
member Glen Allgair pleaded
with the audience to stop
applauding him as he raised
questions over school plans

for the coming year. 
The Waukesha School

Board is in the works of
establishing a policy that lays
out the process for something
almost never used previous-
ly: suspending a person’s
ability to speak at meetings.
It will likely be a full board
decision soon and was previ-
ously handled by the school
board president and superin-
tendent alone, yet rarely used
— only twice in the past two
decades, both within the last
year. 

Assistant District Attorney
General Robert Kaiser said,

ultimately, decisions will be
made and enforced at the
local level. “We don’t want
our meetings disrupted, and
it may be that I would take
another view of the disrup-
tion of those meetings than
another prosecutor,” he said,
emphasizing the local district
attorney’s view is likely the
authority in such cases. 

DOJ: Behavior at school board meetings can cross line
What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

In-person (and in-pup) Wagfest planned for Sept. 11
14th annual event expected to attract thousands to Mitchell Park 

Submitted photo

A dog cools off in a kiddie pool during
a previous Elmbrook Humane Society
Wagfest event. After shifting to a virtu-
al event last year, the shelter is slated
to host a live, in-person Wagfest from
11 a.m. – 5 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 11
at Mitchell Park.

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com
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NEW BERLIN — The New
Berlin Police Department
and city of New Berlin
announced Thursday that
recent incidents related to
crime at Malone Park,
including possible shots
fired, have caused them to
close the park’s basketball
courts.

According to a press
release from the police
department, officers
received reports that a
group of young adults were
engaging in harassing and
intimidating behavior
directly toward a group of
people using the basketball
court at 16400 W. Al Stigler
Parkway on Tuesday
evening.

According to the release,
the offending group wanted
the group using the basket-
ball courts to leave the park

so they could use the courts
themselves.

According to the release,
when the group utilizing the
courts refused to leave, a
gun was displayed.

According to the release,
throughout the day Wednes-
day and into the evening,
the department was investi-
gating the matter at the bas-
ketball courts to patrol the
area and deter unwanted
illegal activity. At about
10:22 p.m., officers reported
hearing multiple shots in
the area and watched sever-
al people who had been
using the courts evacuate
the area.

There is no evidence dur-
ing the initial investigation
that anyone was injured as a
result of the gunfire.

The New Berlin Police
Department is asking any-
one who may have informa-
tion related to the incidents
to contact the department’s
Investigations Division  by

calling 262-782-6640. 
Anonymous tips can also

be reported to the Crime
Stoppers of Waukesha
County at 1-888-441-5505 or at
their website at
www.stopcrimewaukesha.co
m/submit-a-tip.

Closure
The city of New Berlin

announced Thursday after-
noon that the basketball
rims have been removed and
the court has been closed at
the park.

“While we know that this
is a valuable asset which
many citizens utilize regu-
larly, an uptick in recent
criminal incidents, includ-
ing a shots fired incident
last night, has led the city to
close the courts while we
reassess the usage and safe-
ty measures located within
this park space,” they said
in the release.

It is currently unknown
when the court will reopen.

Shots reportedly fired at
Malone Park Wednesday

WAUKESHA – A Waukesha man
has been charged after he allegedly
led officers on a motorcycle pursuit
in the city on July 26.

Carlos Melendez, 18, has been
charged with a felony count of
attempting to flee or elude an offi-
cer.

According to the criminal com-
plaint, on that day, an officer with

the Waukesha Police Department
observed a dirt bike-style motorcy-
cle in the 1900 block of South Grand
Avenue without a license plate
around 9:41 a.m.

The officer then observed the driv-
er of the motorcycle allegedly trav-
eling at  high speed northbound
along East Avenue and the officer
activated his emergency lights. The

driver, who was later identified as
Melendez, then accelerated to 90
mph in a 35 mph zone, according to
the complaint. Melendez was not
wearing a helmet and was wearing
ski goggles.

He illegally passed vehicles, failed
to stop at a stop sign and made U-
turns as he fled the officer, accord-
ing to the complaint. The officer

later decided to terminate the pur-
suit when he was led to an active
construction site.

The officer later went to the resi-
dence that Melendez had been driv-
ing to and obtained surveillance
footage. The man met with the offi-
cer the next day and allegedly
admitted that he was the suspect
who fled police on the motorcycle.

Waukesha man allegedly lead officer on motorcycle chase

Basketball courts temporarily closed due to crime uptick

WAUKESHA — The Waukesha Neighborhood Beer Garden, in preparing for Oktoberfest,
came to Rivers Crossing Park on Thursday. It will also be there today and Saturday.

At right: Mary Ellen Oropeza dances to the
music of Alpine Blast on Thursday at the Beer
Garden in Rivers Crossing Park.

Beer and more on 
a Thursday evening
Mary Catanese/Special to The Freeman


