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WISCONSIN — After more
than a year of living through
COVID-19, cases seem to be
slowing down while vaccina-
tions seem to be increasing
daily. Since early January,
the U.S. has seen sharp
declines in COVID-19 posi-
tive cases, even as more con-
tagious variants have
emerged. 

According to a new study
from Sidecar Health, Wiscon-
sin has the 17th highest vac-
cination rate heading into
summer. By the end of May
2021, 44.3% of all Wisconsin
residents had been complete-

ly vaccinated and 50.9% had
received their first dose of
the vaccine. The Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion estimated that out of the
total U.S. population, more
than 50% received at least
one dose while 41% of the
population was fully vacci-
nated by the beginning of
June. 

However, public health offi-
cials have become increas-
ingly worried at slowing
rates of vaccine administra-
tion. Experts believe that the
population is still far off
from reaching herd immuni-

ty to COVID-19 through vac-
cinations.

Geographically, the suc-
cess of the vaccine rollout
has varied widely from state
to state. To determine which
states had the highest
COVID-19 vaccination rates
heading into summer,
researchers at Sidecar
Health utilized data from the
CDC’s COVID Data Tracker
and ranked states by percent-
age of residents that were
fully vaccinated. 

For more information, a
detailed methodology, and
complete results, go to the

original report on Sidecar
Health’s website at
https://sidecarehealth.com/

articles/states-with-the-
highest-covid-19-vaccination-
rates-heading-into-summer. 

■ BROOKFIELD: Parade
starts at 10 a.m. July 3 along
Gebhardt Road, Calhoun
Road, North Avenue and
Norhardt Drive. Bike deco-
rating will be held from
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in
the library back parking
lot. Family Fest will be held
in Mitchell Park from 6 p.m.
to 9 p.m. July 3. Fireworks
will be held about 9:17 p.m.
July 3. The rain date is
Monday.

■ DELAFIELD: The
Nagawicka Lake Indepen-
dence Day fireworks will be
held on July 3 at about 9:30
p.m. Parade is 10 a.m. July
4. It begins at the municipal
parking lot and proceeds
east on Main Street to
North Lapham Peak Road
ending at the American
Legion grounds. Following
the parade, Post 196 Honor
Guard will provide a short
ceremony and the Auxil-
iary will provide compli-
mentary hot dogs, ice
cream from Wholly Cow
Frozen Custard and root
beer from the Delafield
Brewhaus.  

■ ELM GROVE: Family
Fun Fest, starts 8:30 a.m.
July 4 with fun run sign-in,
bike decorating contest at
fire department at 11:30
a.m., noon flag raising cere-
mony, Junior Guild games
from noon to 4 p.m., food
trucks, restaurants and
beer from 4:30 p.m. to 9:30
p.m., DJ in the park from 6
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. and 9:30
national anthem followed
by fireworks.

■ MENOMONEE
FALLS: Fireworks start at
9:30 p.m. July 3 on the prac-
tice field between
Menomonee Falls High
School and Ben Franklin
Elementary School. The
Optimist Club Indepen-
dence Day Parade has been
canceled for 2021.

■ MUSKEGO: Fireworks
start at dusk July 3 over Lit-
tle Lake Muskego off Idle
Isle Park, W182-S6666
Hardtke Drive, Muskego. 

■ NEW BERLIN: Fourth
of July Festival, 5 p.m. to 11
p.m. July 2, noon to 11 p.m.
July 3 and 9 a.m. to 11 p.m.
July 4. Mini parade at 9:30
a.m. July 4, main parade at
1 p.m. July 4. Fireworks
about 10 p.m. July 4.
www.newberlin.org/671/4t
h-of-July-Festival

■ OCONOMOWOC:
Parade starts 5 p.m. July 3
along South Main Street
and continues through
downtown on Wisconsin
Avenue, ending in Fowler
Park. Join the Rotary Club
for music, food and drinks
until the fireworks show at
9:30 p.m. 

■ OKAUCHEE: Fire-
works 9:45 p.m. Sunday on
Okauchee Lake

■ PEWAUKEE: Bicycle
decorating contest. Chil-
dren can decorate their
bikes, trikes and wagons at
home and bring then to
Kiwanis Village Park at 9:45
a.m. Sunday for the 101st
annual decorating contest.
Parade will start at 3 p.m.
and pass through the lake-
front area, ending at Kiwa-

nis Village
Park. At 6 p.m.
there is a
Pewaukee Lake
Water Ski Club

Show and from 8 p.m. to
dusk there is live music by
Rogue at Lakefront Park,
followed by fireworks over
Pewaukee Lake at dusk.

■ STONE BANK: Stone
Bank Festival, 11 a.m. to
10:30 p.m. Saturday, Stone
Bank Community Park,
W335-N6983 Stone Bank
Road. From 1:30 p.m. to 5
p.m., kids festivities will
take place including jester
entertainment, face paint-
ing, balloon twisting and
magic. Live music at 11:30
a.m., 3 p.m., and 7 p.m. Sat-
urday. Stone Bank Parade at
11 a.m. Sunday

■ SUSSEX: Kiddie
Parade lineup is 9:15 a.m.
July 4 in Civic Center park-
ing lot. Participants march
west on Main Street to Sus-
sex Village Park. Ice cream
treat at 10 a.m. The full fire-
works display can be
viewed from the hill in
front of the Lions Den
Building in Village Park at
9:20 p.m. 

■ TOWN OF 
BROOKFIELD: Parade
starts at 9 a.m. July 3 fol-
lowed by ice cream, pie-eat-
ing contest, games, and
food. Parade lines up in
Elmbrook Church north
parking lot before 8:45 a.m.,
winds east on Davidson
Road, then south on Linden
Lane into Marx Park. Pic-
nic runs until noon.

■ LAC LA BELLE: Line-
up for the parade begins at
9:45 a.m. July 3 at

Saeger and Lac LaBelle
Drive with the parade start-
ing at 10 a.m. Ice cream
social to follow. Fireworks
the night of July 3.

■ WAUKESHA: Parade
lineup is from 9:30 a.m. to 10
a.m. July 4 in area of Cutler
Park and parade starts at 11
a.m. Flyover by the Trojan
Thunder Formation Demo
Team. Gates open for fire-
works at 7 p.m. and fire-
works start about 9:30 p.m.
July 4 at Waukesha County
Expo Center, 1000
Northview Road, Wauke-
sha. Fireworks rain date is
July 5.

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — Since
starting the project in 2018,
a married Waukesha couple
is planning to open their
own coffee shop by 2022 —
dubbed Waukesha Cafe
House — due to their love
for the coffee industry and
for each other.

Narmin and Mojib Rasuli
said they have been
inspired due to Narmin’s
love for coffee, as she’s been
working in the industry for
the last 10 years. Narmin
worked at Cafe de Arts in
Waukesha for some time,
and one day, Mojib suggest-
ed they open their own
shop.

“We live in Waukesha and
she always wanted to work
for a restaurant or cafe, and
I asked her if that’s what
you like, we could make it
happen (with our own busi-
ness),” Mojib said.

Instead of renting a prop-
erty, Mojib said they decid-
ed to purchase property at
410 Wisconsin Ave., to make
into the shop. The couple
plans to make the space
European-style — modern
and homey with private
areas for guests. The busi-
ness will serve breakfast
and lunch and, of course,
coffee.

Mojib said the business
will also have a guitar
theme due to Waukesha’s
Gibson GuitarTown desig-
nation.

Afghanistan and 
Azerbaijan

Mojib’s story is inspiring
— that’s exactly why he
hopes to write a book about
it once the coffee shop pro-
ject is complete.

Narmin and Mojib met in
Azerbaijan at a hospital.
Mojib was being treated for
an ulcer, Narmin’s father
was being treated for cancer
and they were sharing a
hospital room. Narmin’s
father later passed away.

“I was there for like 40
days with them, I met the
family, I met her,” Mojib
said.

The couple now has two
children, a seven-year-old
and a nine-year-old.

The couple met when
Narmin was 15 and Mojib
was 18. Mojib came to the
U.S. when he was 19 as a
refugee from Afghanistan
and Narmin soon followed,
arriving when she was 21. 

Mojib said he came to
Waukesha through a
refugee assistance program
run by Lutheran Social Ser-
vices with his parents in
2003 and got his citizenship
in 2009.

“My mom was a teacher,
my dad was a police officer,

so they had an issue with
the government, (it’s poli-
tics), so they had to leave or
else they were going to get
killed,” he said.

Mojib said he’s proud of
them for leaving for a better
life for himself and his four
brothers. 

“(When I came to Ameri-
ca) it was a culture shock, it
was hard, we were just like
homeless and I couldn’t
(speak English),” Mojib
said.

Mojib said he helped to
make sure his younger
brothers received an educa-
tion, many went to colleges
throughout the state and
now are established in their
careers.

“And I guess I’m doing

OK,” he said. “That’s how
life moves forward.”

Construction
Mojib said the 103-year-

old former duplex has
undergone much hard work
— a lot of which, Mojib
said, was not worth the
money. However, he is
putting in quality work at
the space, most by himself
and with help from friends.

“Our main idea is to be
different from everybody
else, to be one of a kind …
it’s going to be like our
home. (We’ll) be working
here seven days a week ...
might as well do it and
make it like a home where
you feel comfortable,” Mojib
said.

Mojib and Narmin said
they are extremely thankful
to everyone who has helped
them with the project,
including their architect
R.G. Keller, the city’s Com-
munity Development
Department and friends
throughout their lives. 

Waukesha Cafe House 
to open across 

from Cutler Park
Couple from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan

plan to open by 2022
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Lottery
Wednesday, June 30

WISCONSIN

Daily Pick 3    4-6-9 
Daily Pick 4    4-6-0-4 
Megabucks    20-21-23-32-36-42 
SuperCash    7-8-11-13-32-36
SuperCash Doubler: No 
Powerball   24-29-50-65-66
Powerball    14
Power Play    4
Badger 5    7-14-15-26-31

262-542-2500
Hours: M-F  8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

801 N. Barstow St., P.O. Box 7,
Waukesha, WI 53187
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Submitted photo

Mojib and Narmin Rasuli plan to open a coffee shop at 410 Wisconsin Ave., confident they will
be open by 2022.

Submitted photo

Mojib Rasuli works on renovations at 410
Wisconsin Ave.

DNR approves Lake Michigan diversion
By Cara Spoto 

cspoto@conleynet.com 
262-513-2653

WAUKESHA — The state
Department of Natural
Resources has issued the
Waukesha Water Utility the
final approval it needs to offi-
cially divert water from Lake
Michigan. 

“The DNR's action imple-
ments the approval deci-
sions made by the Great
Lakes governors and pre-
miers in June of 2016,”
Waukesha Mayor Shawn
Reilly said Wednesday, mark-
ing the milestone with a
press release. 

“At the time (of the Com-
pact's decision), the DNR
said it would not actually

authorize the start of pump-
ing water from Milwaukee
until we had obtained the
additional federal, state and
local permits we needed to
build and operate the pro-
gram,” Reilly noted. 

With all such permits now
in hand, and construction
well underway on both the
utility's supply and return-
flow pipelines, the city will
be ready to get the water
flowing when all infrastruc-
ture has been completed and
tested, something officials
expect to happen by late 2023.

“It has taken five years to
get the more than 80 permits
we need (for the project),”
Reilly added. “I want to
thank all the utility employ-
ees and contractors whose

hard work made that possi-
ble, as well as the coopera-
tion of our neighboring
municipalities, state regula-
tors and federal agencies.” 

As part of the project,
which has been dubbed the
Great Water Alliance, lake
water will be piped from the
Milwaukee Water Works to
Waukesha. After use and
treatment, the water will be
returned to the lake via the
Root River. 

The DNR action governs
the volumes of water flowing
to and from Waukesha, regu-
lates the water quality moni-
toring plan for the Root
River, and addresses other
issues, according to the press
release. 

The project marks the cul-

mination of 20 years of work
for the city of Waukesha,
which lobbied for years to
find a safe alternative to its
radium-plagued wells.

Contractors are continu-
ing to install both the 14-mile
water supply pipeline, which
is being  constructed
through West Allis, Green-
field, New Berlin and Wauke-
sha, and the 22-mile return
flow line, which begins at the
Clean Water Plant in Wauke-
sha and will head through
New Berlin, Muskego, and
Franklin.

Those interested in track-
ing the process of the
pipeline construction, or
other elements of the pro-
ject, can do so at greatwater-
alliance.com. 

GREAT LAKES WATER PROJECT

Utility has all permits needed to pump water from Milwaukee to Waukesha 

Ritchie selected as Maple Avenue principal

SUSSEX — The Hamilton
School Board approved the
hiring of Katie Ritchie as
Maple Avenue Elementary
School principal at its June
29 meeting. 

Ritchie replaces Kristin
Koeper-Hamblin, who an-

nounced her
r e t i r e m e n t
after 19 years
as Maple
Avenue princi-
pal. Ritchie
will begin her
new position
today.

R i t c h i e
joined the district in 2007 as a
third-grade teacher at Marcy
Elementary School, where in
2016, she was named part-

time associate principal. As
the first associate principal
at Silver Spring Intermediate
School, she was pivotal in the
opening of the new school in
the 2019-20 school year,
according to a news release.

Ritchie earned her bache-
lor’s degree in elementary
education from the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin–Platteville in
2006 and taught second grade
for one year in Monterey,
Calif., before returning to

Wisconsin. She earned a mas-
ter’s degree in educational
leadership in 2012 from Car-
dinal Stritch University.

“Ms. Ritchie is an experi-
enced teacher and adminis-
trator known for her compas-
sion for children and a com-
mitment to their success,”
said Hamilton Superinten-
dent Paul Mielke. “She will
foster an environment where
students, families, staff and
community feel welcome.”

Ritchie

Koeper-Hamblin
retires after 

19 years in job

44.3% of Wisconsin residents are fully vaccinated
Waukesha County COVID-19 cases

Confirmed cases
■ Deceased: 572
■ Activity level: 23.3 cases per
100,000 people

Cases per 100,000 population:
11,075.4
■ State average cases per
100,000 population: 10,600.2
Case fatality percentage: 1.3%
■ State average fatality percent-
age: 1.2%

Total vaccine doses adminis-

tered: 223,011

Wisconsin

■ Deaths: 7,308
■ Positive tests: 612,801
■ Negative tests: 2,985,815

Source: Waukesha County COVID
Case Dashboard, Wisconsin 

Department of Health Services


