
The program to bring sustainable water from Lake Michigan to over 70,000 
Waukesha residents has been developing over many years. This timeline notes 
some key activities:  
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2003
DEC

2000
The U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) issues the �nal rule for 
limits of radium in public drinking 

water systems.

2002
MARDEC

Due to a decline in the aquifer, 
the Future Water Supply 

examines multiple alternatives 
on how Waukesha can source a 

new water supply.

The City of Waukesha enters 
into a consent order with the 

Wisconsin Department of 
Justice to achieve phased-in 
compliance with the new 

radium standards.

20232017
The water supply program begins 

operating as the Great Water 
Alliance and unveils a robust website 

to keep the public informed.

2020
FALLMAR

Pipeline construction begins 
on the return �ow route, 

starting at the Clean Water 
Plant in Waukesha.

The project is completed and 
Waukesha transitions to the 

new water supply from
Lake Michigan.

2016
JUNE

2011
The DNR consults with Native 

American Tribes and holds 
informational public meetings to 
review the process and receive 

comments on the Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS).

2013-2015
JULY

Waukesha submits 27 
additional technical 

memoranda to the DNR in 
order to provide additional 
information and clari�cation.

The Compact Council 
unanimously approves the 

Waukesha application, saying
Lake Michigan is the

only reasonable water
supply alternative.

2010
DEC

2008 2010
APR

Waukesha submits a diversion 
application for DNR review.  
Among 14 alternatives, Lake 

Michigan is the only sustainable 
source that protects both the 
environment and the public.

SEWRPC adopts a Regional 
Water Supply Plan that includes 

the recommendation that 
Waukesha apply for
Great Lakes water.

Congress adopts the Great 
Lakes Compact and President 

Bush signs it into law. The 
Compact allows Waukesha to 

apply to use Great Lakes water. 
   


