
The Freeman - 08/13/2020 Page : A01

Copyright � 2020 Conley Group. All rights reserved 08/13/2020
August 13, 2020 10:56 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — In a 5-4
vote, the Waukesha School
Board on Wednesday night
rejected a proposed phase-
in plan after hours of
debate and discussion over
whether it might be a
preferable alternative to
the previously approved in-
person plan for school in
the fall. 

School Board members
Karin Rajnicek, Corey
Montiho, Joe Como, Patrick
McCaffery and Amanda
Roddy voted to reject the
phase-in plan while mem-
bers Greg Deets, Diane
Voit, Bill Baumgart and
Kurt O’Bryan voted against
the motion. 

The original plan, passed
in another 5-4 vote July 30,
opted for in-person school
with coronavirus precau-
tions in place but also vir-
tual options for families
who want or need them.  

The phased-in plan,
which was rejected, was
published on the district’s
website Monday morning
and would start the school
year with fully virtual
instruction but move
through incremental levels

of in-person instruction
based on local COVID-19
data, among other things. 

The district ultimately
opted for a third option, or
a modification of the exist-
ing plan albeit a major one:
a hybrid model dividing
middle- and high-school
students into two alphabeti-
cal cohorts and having
them attend school in-per-
son on alternating days of
the week. Monday would be
a virtual day for both
cohorts. Elementary stu-

dents would attend in-per-
son school five days per
week, with virtual options
available. 

A hybrid model has also
been adopted by the Pewau-
kee School District. 

The hybrid model was
approved in a 5-4 vote with
O’Bryan, Deets, Roddy and
Baumgart voting “aye” and
McCaffery, Montiho,
Rajnicek and Como voting
against. 

School Board members
were greeted by district

families on their way into
the building advocating
their preference for the in-
person option. Patrick
Ziebell, who spoke to the
crowd beforehand and
passed out signs, said he
liked that the previous plan
had options. “We’re very
disappointed as a commu-
nity,” he said. “We did this
already (and) the School
Board voted.” 

Karen Duane, a local par-
ent, told the board during
public comments they
should tailor their
approach to district survey
results indicating a sizable
majority of parents prefer
an in-person approach.
“You guys are supposed to
represent us,” she told the
board. “An overwhelming
majority of parents want
their kids to return to
school, and it’s your job to
respond to that.” 
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MADISON (AP) — One of
two Wisconsin girls who
repeatedly stabbed a class-
mate because she believed a
fictional horror character
named Slender Man would
attack her family if she did-
n’t kill the girl lost an
appeal Wednesday. 

Morgan Geyser was 12 at
the time of the 2014 attack,
which Payton Leutner sur-
vived. Geyser’s attorney
Matthew Pinix had argued
that she should have been
charged with attempted sec-
ond-degree intentional
homicide, which would
have placed the case in
juvenile court.

Instead, she was charged

with attempt-
ed first-
degree inten-
tional homi-
cide, which
put the case
in adult
court. 

But Wiscon-
sin’s 2nd Dis-

trict Court of Appeals
found that the Waukesha
County Circuit Court cor-
rectly kept the case in adult
court, saying it found prob-
able cause that she had
committed attempted first-
degree intentional homi-
cide. 

Geyser loses appeal
in Slender Man case

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com
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WAUKESHA — Environ-
mental Protection Agency
Administrator Andrew
Wheeler made a trip to
Waukesha Wednesday to
announce a $137.1 million
loan with an interest rate of
1.16% over a 38-year-term
under the Water Infrastruc-
ture Finance and Innova-
tion Act (WIFIA) towards
the Lake Michigan water
supply project in Wauke-
sha.

A press conference, which
was held at the Barstow Plaza
in front of the Lee Sherman
Dreyfus State Office Build-

ing, included speakers Mayor
Shawn Reilly, Wheeler, EPA
Region 5 Administrator Kurt
Thiede, and Wisconsin U.S.
Rep. Bryan Steil, R-
Janesville.

The estimated $286 million
project, dubbed the Great
Water Alliance, will con-
struct the pipelines and
other infrastructure needed
to bring Lake Michigan
water to Waukesha and then
recycle it back to a Lake
Michigan tributary after use
and treatment. The current
groundwater supply in
Waukesha is depleted and
contains contaminants
including radium.

WAUKESHA WATER PROJECT

EPA awards
$137.1M loan
toward project

Will save residents $38M, 
says EPA administrator

Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

Wisconsin U.S. Rep. Bryan Steil, R-Janesville, Waukesha
County Executive Paul Farrow and Mayor Shawn Reilly meet
at the press conference Wednesday to discuss the WIFIA
loan for the Great Water Alliance project.

Attorney plans to appeal ruling 
to state Supreme Court
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Board rejects phase-in plan,
approves hybrid model  
Middle- and high-school students to have 

both in-person and virtual school; elementary
students in-person, with virtual options

On the Web
■ Watch video of the 
Waukesha School District 
families advocating for 
in-person school here:
https://bit.ly/3fZe2Ny

Jake Ekdahl / Freeman Staff

From left, Patrick Ziebell and Karen Duane hold signs advocating for in-person school at the School District of Waukesha
on Wednesday.

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF WAUKESHA

Waukesha School District Superintendent Dr. Jim Sebert
and School Board President Joe Como review documents
before the Wednesday meeting begins.

See WAUKESHA, PAGE 6A
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Waukesha
From Page 1A

Others advocated for the
phased-in option during
the public comment ses-
sion. Elly McHenry said
both plans are in effect
face-to-face plans, one is
just contingent on local
data. “We need a opening
plan that would minimize,
if not eliminate, constant
quarantines and shut-
downs,” she said, after
bringing up schools in
Georgia experiencing
coronavirus cases. “The
goal is to get the (coron-
avirus) numbers down and
then slowly reopen.” 

None of the public com-
menters offered an opin-
ion of a hybrid model, but
it’s not clear if any of
them knew it was an
option at the time. 

O’Bryan voiced caution
over a return to in-person
school. “If you don’t do

this right, you’re going to
get caught in this yo-yo
cycle,” he said. said. “And
the yo-yo cycle is the worst
cycle of all.” 

Baumgart said he
approved the well-defined
nature of the phased-in
plan. “In my mind, it’s still
very confusing as to what
was approved that day
(July 30),” Baumgart said
of the old plan. “I’m clear
on this (phased-in) one.” 

The motion to reject the
phase-in plan was made by
Montiho and seconded by
Rajnicek. 

O’Bryan said he was
frustrated with the move
to reject the phased-in
plan, when if they moved
to approve it they could
have made amendments.
“It’s just such a black-and-
white way” of dealing
with it, he said. “I don’t
think that’s fair to the pro-
cess.” 

Deets said the communi-
ty members that aren’t

staff or parents feel in-per-
son school is worrisome.
“That’s what I’ve heard in
the community,” he said.
“Many of them are at high
risk and extremely con-
cerned.” 

Voit said a rejection of
the plan was “very coun-
terintuitive.” 

After the vote to kill the
phase-in plan, Roddy float-
ed the idea of pursuing a
hybrid model, despite it
being “a logistical night-
mare.” She said she’d like
to continue offering multi-
ple options for families.
Voit put the motion to con-
sider a hybrid plan for-
ward, which was seconded
by Roddy. 

The first day of school is
Sep. 1. 

Water
From Page 1A

Wheeler and Reilly
thanked several members
of Congress who helped
with the project, including
Steil, Wisconsin U.S. Rep.
Jim Sensenbrenner, U.S.
Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-
Wis., and U.S. Sen. Ron
Johnson, R-Wis.

“The loan will save the
residents here an estimated
$38 million compared to
typical bond financing
while project construction
and operations are expected
to create nearly 1,000 jobs,”
Wheeler said. “With this
loan closing, EPA has now
issued 26 WIFIA loans,
totaling $5.6 billion in cred-
it assistance nationwide to
help finance $12.4 billion for
water infrastructure pro-
jects.”

Reilly said after decades
of discussion on the water
project, it’s now well under-
way.

“The infrastructure we
are building can last for 100
years but because of the
long term of this loan,
future water users will
appropriately share in
those infrastructure costs,
reducing the impact on cur-
rent residences and busi-
nesses,” he said. “The
WIFIA loan will finance the
water supply portion of our
project. Our return flow is

being financed by Clean
Water fund loans through
the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources.”

Steil said the event was a
win for health, Wisconsin
jobs, Wisconsin families
and the future of Wauke-
sha.

“While the project has
been decades in the mak-
ing, for today’s announce-
ment we specifically need to
thank Administrator
Wheeler and President Don-
ald Trump,” Steil said.
“Your attention and dedica-
tion to addressing the con-
cerns in Waukesha and in
our local communities is
noticed and it’s appreciat-
ed.”

Waukesha Water Utility
General Manager Dan
Duchniak told The Free-
man he is very glad the city
was one of the first to apply
and obtain the loan.

“To me the flexible terms
along with the interest rate
are what makes this an
incredible program for the
city because it gives us the
flexibility to manipulate
payments and payment
schedules so that we can
match other loan programs
and we can have it all stabi-
lize throughout the entire
time that we’re paying that
project,” Duchniak said.

Construction on the
return flow pipeline is
expected to begin in
September, Reilly said. The

pipeline into Waukesha
may begin construction in
October.

Contracts for the return-
flow infrastructure, which
will run from the Clean
Water Plant in Waukesha to
an outfall location along the
Root River, came in $20 mil-
lion under budget. The con-
tract was awarded to S.J.
Louis Construction, Inc. for
under $80.4 million.

Bids for the 12-mile water
supply pipeline should be
awarded by the Waukesha
Common Council on Sept. 1.

Wheeler said the loan pro-
gram is only three years old
and highlighted that it’s a
competitive process.

Reilly said they worked
hard to obtain the loan
about two years ago.

“Prior to that time the
city of Waukesha made a
number of trips out to
Washington D.C. and have
been laying the groundwork
as much as we could to get
the loan,” he said.
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By Benjamin Yount
The Center Square 

MILWAUKEE — More
than two-thirds of people in
Wisconsin are OK with the
state’s mask requirement,
but there is almost an even
split on going back to school
and getting back to normal. 

The latest Marquette Law
School poll, released this
week, asked voters about
face masks, in-person class-
es, reopening businesses,
and several other questions
related to the coronavirus
pandemic. 

Face masks got the most
support. 

“Sixty-nine percent agree
that masks should be
required in all public places,
while 29 percent disagree,”
pollsters said. 

There are regional differ-
ences. People in Milwaukee,
Madison and Green Bay sup-
port requiring masks in
larger numbers. But even in
the Milwaukee suburbs and
out-state areas, the poll
shows broad support for a
mask mandate. 

The same cannot be said
for questions of going back
to school and getting back to
business as usual. 

The poll found that people
are almost evenly split on
whether to send kids back
for in-person classes this
fall. 

“Forty-five percent say
they feel comfortable letting
students return to school in
the fall and 48 percent say
they are uncomfortable with
reopening schools,” though

the pollsters found an inter-
esting wrinkle in those
results. “Among those with
school age children at home,
53 percent are comfortable
and 45 percent are uncom-
fortable.”

The regional results are
the opposite of the support
for a mask mandate. Voters
in Milwaukee, Madison and
Green Bay overwhelmingly
oppose going back to in-per-
son classes, while most vot-
ers in the Milwaukee sub-
urbs and the rest of the state
like the idea. 

It’s a similar split on the
question of keeping schools
and businesses open if the
coronavirus numbers con-
tinue to rise. 

“Forty percent agree that
we should keep schools and
businesses open even if
coronavirus cases rise,
while 54 percent disagree
with this,” the poll states.
“Among those with school
age children, 44 percent
agree and 51 percent dis-
agree that schools and busi-
nesses should stay open if
cases increase.”

Support for keeping things
open is higher outside of
Milwaukee, Madison and
Green Bay. 

The poll was conducted
Aug. 4-9. The sample includ-
ed 801 registered voters in
Wisconsin who were inter-
viewed by cell phone or land-
line, with a margin of error
of +/- 3.9 percentage points.
There are 675 likely voters
included in the poll, with a
margin of error of +/- 4.2
percentage points.

MADISON (AP) — Envi-
ronmental regulators in
Wisconsin voted Wednesday
to table rules setting new
restrictions on firefighting
foam containing PFAS
chemicals.  

The Department of Natu-
ral Resources’ policy board
made the decision in a unan-
imous vote, the Wisconsin
State Journal reported. The
department has estimated
local governments and busi-
nesses would have to spend
about $2.3 million annually
to comply with the regula-
tions on containment and
disposal of the chemicals
amid objections from indus-
try groups and Republican
lawmakers.  

The department drafted
the regulations in response
to a law that Democratic
Gov. Tony Evers signed in
February that bans the use
of firefighting foam except
in emergencies and testing
at facilities with DNR-
approved containment and
disposal protocols.  

The law goes into effect
Sept. 1 and requires the

department to enact emer-
gency regulations by Sept. 7.
With the regulations tabled,
the law will go into effect
without definitions of con-
tainment and disposal mea-
sures. 

Business groups including
Wisconsin Manufacturers
and Commerce and the Wis-
consin Paper Council sent
the board a letter on Friday
claiming the DNR doesn’t
have the authority to limit
PFAS in wastewater and
department’s effluent limits
aren’t based on science.
State Sen. Steve Nass and
Rep. Joan Ballweg, Republi-
cans who co-chair the Legis-
lature’s rules committee,
echoed those concerns. 

DNR Secretary Preston
Cole told the board the
department would begin dis-
cussions with industry
stakeholders immediately. 

PFAS are human-made
chemicals that research sug-
gests can decrease female
fertility, increase the risk of
high blood pressure in preg-
nant women and lower birth
weights. 

MARQUETTE LAW SCHOOL POLL

Most voters 
support mask
requirements
Split on in-person classes; 

opinions differ between city, 
suburban residents

Wisconsin board
delays rules setting

new PFAS restrictions

Geyser
From Page 1A

Pinix said he planned to
appeal Wednesday’s rul-
ing to the Wisconsin
Supreme Court.  

‘‘Morgan’s fight is not
over,’’ Pinix said. ‘‘The
court of appeals dodged
serious issues in the case
and admittedly struggled
with some of the areas of
law.’’ 

Waukesha County Dis-
trict Attorney Susan
Opper, who prosecuted the
case, declined to com-
ment. 

Geyser pleaded guilty to
attempted first-degree
intentional homicide in a
deal with prosecutors to
avoid prison. She was
found not guilty by reason
of mental disease or
defect.  

Geyser and co-defendant
Anissa Weier lured Pay-
ton Leutner from a sleep-
over to a nearby wooded
park in the Milwaukee
suburb of Waukesha.
Geyser stabbed Leutner 19
times, as Weier encour-
aged her, leaving the girl
for dead. All three girls
were 12 at the time. 

Leutner recalled in a
2019 interview with ABC
News how, before the stab-
bing, Weier told her to lay
down on the ground and
cover herself with sticks
and leaves, as part of what
Leutner believed to be a
game of hide-and-seek.
After the stabbing, Leut-
ner said she eventually
got up, grabbed trees for
support, and made her
way to a road where a
bicyclist found her and
called for help. 

Geyser was ordered to
spend 40 years in a mental
health institution because
she was the mastermind
and did the stabbing, pros-
ecutors said. Weier was
committed to a mental
health facility for 25
years. 

Geyser’s attorney
argued on appeal that
Geyser couldn’t really
understand what rights
she gave up when she
agreed to speak alone
with a detective while she
was in custody and con-
fessed to the stabbing.  

The appeals court said it
didn’t need to rule on
whether the lower court
made a mistake in allow-
ing the comments to
police. 

Even if the lower court
was wrong, ‘‘such error
was harmless beyond a
reasonable doubt due to
the additional, unchal-
lenged and overwhelming
evidence in this case,’’ the
appeals court said. 

The case drew
widespread attention in
part because of the girls’
fascination with the Slen-
der Man character. Slen-
der Man was created
online by Eric Knudson in
2009 as a mysterious
specter photo-edited into
everyday images of chil-
dren at play. He’s typically
depicted as a slim, spidery
figure in a black suit with
a featureless white face.
He has grown into a popu-
lar boogeyman and has
appeared in video games,
online stories and a 2018
movie. 

What do you think?
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