SATURDAY
November 3, 2018

$1.50
gmtoday.com

| JOHN SCHOENKNECHT »

42 Waukesha State
|| Bank is formed |
= in 1944 » 5A \

S

#5%%, Get a rundown of the
s 1a contested county races
on Tuesday’s ballot » 78

A Trusted Tradition since 1859

WHAT A WIN!

-

L 8
R
e — - o >
L

Dave Radcliffe/Freeman Staff

GREEN BAY — Oconomowoc’s girls volleyball team erupts in celebration after beating River Falls in five sets in a WIAA
Division 1 state semifinal Friday at the Resch Center in Green Bay.
H Turn to the B-section for more prep sports coverage of the girls state volleyball tournament, the boys state soc-
cer tournament and football state quarterfinal playoffs.

‘We Believe In Jésus’

Waukesha business creates
custom T-shirt for Brewers

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com
262-513-2681

WAUKESHA — One area business
has climbed the ladder from operating
out of the basement of one of the own-
ers to designing custom gear for the
Milwaukee Brewers.

Epoch (pronounced like Epic) Athlet-
ics has been creating custom gear since
2013 and just moved into a new space on
Bluemound Road last April. But before
they were in any office space, Epoch
actually operated out of Matt Harris’
basement.

Harris and Andrew Lange are the
two founding members of Epoch. They
both come from industries that tie into
what the business does — Lange had a
year of industry experience in graphic
arts beforehand and Harris had been
working at Milwaukee Sporting Goods
for four years.

“Our business at first was centered
around sports, high school sports and
youth sports. We just decided to break
off on our own and build our business
from there,” said Harris.

Both Harris and Lange also have sev-
eral years’ experience in coaching local
sports teams, which served as a base of
connections for Epoch Athletics.
Online spirit wear and apparel helped
bring them a substantial amount of
business and shortly after its inception,
Epoch Athletics welcomed new mem-

bers Peter Weber and Kyle Burlingame.

It was Lange who came up with the
name for the business. While he and
Harris were coaching and discussing
significant moments of football games,
Lange decided to look up old words and
“epoch” caught his eye as it is synony-
mous with an important moment in
time.

“For us we felt like ‘Hey, this is a sig-
nificant time in our lives,” and it’s just
cool and kind of fun to say too,” said
Lange.

A divine idea

The fun doesn’t stop at the name for
the Epoch team. Through Kyle
Burlingame, who has a friend that is a
Brewers clubhouse attendant, the
group learned that there was talk
among Brewers players to create some
custom apparel to support first base-
man Jésus Aguilar.

“When the All-Star break was
approaching, Jésus Aguilar was having
his really good season and, at the time,
he was getting snubbed of his All-Star
selection,” said Burlingame.

After his friend ran the idea by him,
Burlingame and the Epoch team tried
to bring the Brewers’ idea to life, which
was to cheekily refer to Jésus Aguilar
as Jesus himself. They landed on the
slogan, “We Believe In Jésus,” which
also later became a hashtag used by the
Brewers leading up to the All-Star
Game. They had two days to make the
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Epoch Athletics graphic artist Kyle
Burlingame helped the business con-
nect with a Brewers insider who
reached out looking for someone to cre-
ate a custom Jésus Aguilar T-shirt that
was worn by team members.

design happen.

“The Brewers, their players, wanted
to keep it (the T-shirt) player-exclusive,
so that’s why it never got out,” said
Burlingame.

Matt Harris says that despite initially
wanting to capitalize on the popularity
of their design, they decided to respect
the Brewers’ wishes and keep the T-
shirt player-exclusive — a move he
hopes the team will remember in the
future.

See EPOCH, PAGE 10A

WAUKESHA WATER PROJECT

Utility nets
$116 million
loan for

infrastructure

Low-cost federal WIFIA
loan could reduce
projected rate increases

By Cara Spoto
cspoto@conleynet.com
262-513-2653

WAUKESHA The
Waukesha Water Utility has
been awarded a $116 million
low-interest loan from the
federal government that is
expected to significantly
lower borrowing costs asso-
ciated with piping Lake
Michigan water between
Milwaukee and Waukesha.

The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency or (EPA)
announced this week that
the utility was one of 39
projects across the country
to receive financing assis-
tance through its Water
Infrastructure Finance and
Innovation Act (WIFIA)
program. The program is
designed to provide long-
term, low-cost supplemen-
tal loans for regionally and
nationally significant water
infrastructure projects.

The $116 million loan the
Waukesha Water Utility
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What do you think?
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will receive is expected to
cover 40 percent of the
$286.2 million in infrastruc-
ture costs related to the
Lake Michigan diversion
project.

“WIFIA is absolutely the
best financing vehicle we
can have for the amount of
money we are obtaining,”
Mayor Shawn Reilly said
Friday of the news.

Reilly and Waukesha
Water Utility General Man-
ager Dan Duchniak added
that the utility expects to
get enough low-cost loans
through the state’s Clean
Water Fund, and other pro-
grams, to cover much of the
remaining $163 million cost
of the project.

See WATER, PAGE 10A

Falls vet clinic gets
online TV show

By Royce Podeszwa
rpodeszwa@conleynet.com
262-513-2651

MENOMONEE FALLS —
Brook-Falls Veterinary Hos-
pital & Exotic Care will debut
its short TV series on basic
pet care in the modern age on
Facebook, YouTube and
other online platforms on
Nov. 12.

Each episode of “Expert
Veterinary TV” will last
between one and three min-
utes and will stream every
Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day.

“The average pet owner

See SHOW, PAGE 10A

Submitted photo
Dr. Jennifer Bloss with a client.
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Can Mom still keep
up with the house

2 Pet
Friendly

Discover a service-oriented assisted living
community that will leave Mom time to
socialize and take part in our busy
schedule of programs.

Come visit. 262-408-4018
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COMFORT INDEX
What the air will feel like
tomorrow, based on the
temperature, humidity
and wind speed.

1 poor; 10 excellent.
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. Police:
Three dead,
including
shooter,
at Florida
yoga studio

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.
(AP) — A gunman Kkilled
two people and wounded
five others at a yoga studio
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3G Vacuum is turning 5!

To celebrate, every Friday of November we are extending our

BLACK FRIDAY virrans pax
U SPEGIALS November 11th
-

SGVACUUM

These whe know qualify, choese 3G Vacvum

2005 Silvernail Rd. Pewaukee  262-349-4809
www.3gvacuum.com

“For us, it was just the loy-
alty thing. They told us not
to sell it. Technically we
probably could have, but the
fact that they know we
stayed loyal to them, we’re
hoping some day... you never
know, they may give us a
call and give us a shot on

Discounts for
all customers that
show a military ID

262531007

Submitted photo

Dr. April Wittenburg, Dr. Meryl Schimek, Veterinary Assistant
Molly Mertens and Dr. Jennifer Bloss with a large tortoise.

ing outside.”

Besides dogs and cats,
Bloss’ animal hospital also
deals with all manner of exot-
ic pets. Her clients include
rabbits, birds of all sizes,
bearded dragons, prairie

Show

From Page 1A

gets so much info from the
internet, we want to make
sure it is the right informa-

tion,” said Dr. Jennifer dogs and even a one-eyed 45-
Bloss, one of Brook-Falls’ Yyear-old Cuban tree frog.
Owners. “The majority of exotic pet

Topics will vary in every broblems are because

Water

From Page 1A

Rates

In addition to lowering the
overall cost of the diversion
project, Duchniak said the
WIFIA loan could also end
up lowering the utility’s cur-
rent projections for rate
increases related to the pro-
ject. He noted, however, that
the actual impact on rates
won’t be known until the
utility gets closer to finaliz-
ing the loan terms late next
year.

Waukesha water cus-
tomers saw their first rate
increases related to the
diversion project this June,
when a “return flow” charge
was added to water and
sewer bills. Currently 62
cents for every 1,000 gallons

of water consumed, the
charge was added to pay for
the 15-mile pipeline that will
return water to Lake Michi-
gan.

According to utility projec-
tions, the return flow charge
is expected to increase to
$1.84 per 1,000 gallons of
water consumed next year,
or about $22.19 per quarter
for an average residential
user. Regular sewer and
water rates are also expected
to increase gradually over
the next five years, with
average quarterly bills for
water, sewer and return flow
charges currently projected
to total $324 by the year 2023.

‘The cheapest money
we can get’
What makes the WIFIA

loan a better deal for the util-
ity and ratepayers, said

262463002 _J
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Duchniak, is that it allows
the utility to borrow the
money over 35 years, and
negotiate the terms of the
loan. The interest rates for
WIFTA loans are also based
on the U.S. Treasury rate,
which Duchniak said should
be lower than anything the
utility could get on the rev-
enue bond market.

“We would probably be at
around the 4 percent mark
right now (on the bond mar-
ket),” he said, adding that
with bonding, they would
only be able to amortize it
over 20 years.

“This is the best way for us
to minimize costs to the
ratepayer, because it is the
cheapest money we can get,”
said Duchniak.

something big,” said Harris.

In the meantime, the
Epoch Athletics group is
printing custom gear on
everything from USB drives
in the shape of refrigerators
to shoe insoles. Harris says
they can out a logo on
almost anything you can
imagine.

“The cool thing about our
business is that we can work
with everybody. We can
work with anybody because
everybody wants their logo
on something or some sort
of creative design,” said
Harris.

To learn more about
Epoch  Athletics, visit
www.epochathletics.com/in
dex.html or email

sales@epochathletics.com.

DAN'S L&L FINE JEWELRY - 262-549-5512
GREATER MILWAUKEE COIN - 262-896-8955

258668021

Waukesha’s Leading
Buyer of Jewelry
& Coins for
over
30 Years

nobody ever told owners
how to care for them proper-
ly,” Bloss said.

Bloss said that up until
recently, most people didn’t
realize that animals like rab-
bits suffered from elderly
issues like arthritis. Health
care has improved so much
that pets can now live well
into their twilight years,
which come with many of
the same health problems as

episode, from dealing with
pet anxiety and heart dis-
ease to selecting the right
dog food.

Each episode will feature
one of the six doctors on
staff at Brook-Falls. The
first season has 12 episodes
with more planned for next
year.

Debra Lopez, producer of
the series, said the idea of

NO PAYMENTS

NO INTEREST
For 18 MONTHS!

or 300 OFF
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| Clean & Check |
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GOLD, COINS,
STERLING SILVER
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Fri. 10-6 pm
Sat. 10-3pm
615 N. BARSTOW ST.
WAUKESHA

proper pet care has changed
tremendously over the years
and the show is meant to
help inform people of these
changes.

“Pets have become family
members,” Lopez said. “It’s
not like the old days when
you had a dog on a chain liv-

262418005

Buying or Fixing Up a Home? We Can Help!

(We can even help you do both!)

Call or email today to see if you qualify for:

most human senior citizens.

Bloss’ all-women staff also
regularly helps local agencies
treat wildlife in the area.

“It’s one of those jobs
where you never know
what’s going to walk in the
door,” Bloss said.

e Up to $5,000 in forgivable down payment and
closing cost assistance

* Up to $15,000 in a deferred loan for necessary home
repairs

* Up to $22,000 for both purchase and rehab activities

No Interest. No Monthly Payments.
(262) 896-8170 homeconsortium@wphd.org

the
HOME onsortium

Serving the howsing needs of residents of efferson
Oaukee, Washington & Waukesha Counties

www.homeconsortium.com

holds must earn no more nedian income, Ot

N22 W22967 Nancy Ct. » Waukesha » 262-436-0505
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Housing

23 wilin
THINKING ABOUT
BUYING A HOME?

We can help you navigate your way

Attend a homebuyer education workshop to
find out about affordable loans, down
payment assistance, how to strengthen
your credit and much more.

For more information or to register
call 262-522-1230 or visit our website

217 Wisconsin Avenue #411

through the process.

at www.hri-wi.org
Housing Resources, Inc.

Waukesha, Wi

HONOR YOUR VETERAN
VETERANS DAY x NOVEMBER 11, 2018

Veterans Day gives Americans the opportunity to celebrate
the bravery and sacrifice of all U.S. veterans.

Honor and thank our veterans for their services with
an affordable ad on our special Veterans Day page.

Publishes in The Freeman Saturday, November 10 and
the ad deadline is Wednesday, November 7

Publishes in the Oconomowoc Enterprise Thursday, November 8
and the ad deadline is Tuesday, November 6 at Noon.

Details: Any ad size is possible. Color can be added for an additional
charge. The ad is yours to thank a loved one for their service or in
their honor. Include such things as their name, a photo, and branch of
service, status of military service, dates served and a special thank
you message from your heart. Size of ad, will determine amount of

space for above information.

Call for details - 262-306-5005
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