
By Hannah Weikel
Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA — Last
October, when
autistic 10-year-old

Andrew Ounkham went
missing from his rural home
on the south side of the city,
the Waukesha Police
Department deployed a
drone to find him. 

The department’s biggest
concern was that he had
ventured toward a river and
was in immediate danger, so
officers pointed the drone’s
camera along the river-
banks and then on into corn-
fields and woods. Ounkham
was eventually found safe 18
hours later, after a massive
search that continued
overnight.

The use of drones — or
unmanned aerial vehicles —
is exploding in police work,
along with commercial and
hobbyist purposes. As popu-
larity and demand increases
commercially, drones drop
in cost, making them more
accessible to police depart-
ments.

According to an April 2017
Bard College study, at least
347 state and local police,
sheriff, fire and emergency
units in the U.S. acquired
drones between 2009 and
2017. 

In Waukesha County, both
the Muskego and Waukesha
police departments regular-
ly use drones. Waukesha can
deploy its drone anywhere
in the county and across the
region. 

The drone has been
deployed to arsons, officer-
involved shootings, homi-
cide investigations, missing
children searches and suici-
dal subjects walking around
in woods across the county,
said Waukesha Police Lt.
Chad Pergande, who leads
the department’s program. 

The Waukesha Police
Department purchased a
second drone earlier this
week. They currently have a
DJI Phantom 3 that was
donated by a private citizen
that has been used regularly
for about a year, and a new,
smaller DJI Spark drone
that cost about $700. 

Pergande said they hope
soon to add two more Spark

drones and a high-tech
Matrice 210, which would
cost about $28,000, has a
dual-battery system, can fly
in sub-zero temperatures
and rain and touts a thermal
camera that can detect body
heat to locate people at
night. 

“We can put these things
up in the air, and really be
able to cover wide areas of
land in short periods of time
and tell if they are there. In
daylight, the ones we have
right now would be able to
do that for us. Our only limi-
tation is at night,” he said. 

Waukesha police are
requesting city budget
money for the Matrice
drone, which Pergande

believes would greatly
enhance the department’s
ability to search for missing
people or runaway subjects
by providing night vision
from the sky.

The Town of Oconomowoc
Police Department doesn’t
have a drone and doesn’t
have immediate plans to buy
one, said Chief James Wal-
lis. 

Wallis said the technology
could be a great public safety
tool for police in the right sit-
uation, but law enforcement
should only use drones on a
case-by-case basis. In Wallis’
opinion, the public’s right to
privacy should be considered
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new food, drink items 
to try at State Fair 6B

See DRONES, PAGE 8A

UNITY Lutheran Church Festival, 5
p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 11
p.m. Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to noon Sun-
day, Christ the King, 4600 Pilgrim
Road, Brookfield. Free admission, live
music, cash raffle, Friday fish fry, Sat-
urday chicken dinner, grilled food and
drinks during entire festival, games &
activities for kids and adults, social
mixers, outdoor walking prayer path,
outdoor worship followed by brunch.

Badger Military Collectibles Show,
3 p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday and 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday, Waukesha County
Expo Center, 1000 Northview Road,
Waukesha. Admission: adults $7; chil-

dren 14 and under free. Military col-
lectibles show. www.bobandrocco.com

Bands on the Beach, 7:30 p.m. to
9:30 p.m. Friday, Rhodee Memorial
Band Shell, 324 W. Wisconsin Ave.,
Oconomowoc.

Jammin’ on Janesville, 5 p.m. to 9
p.m. Friday, along Janesville Road,
Muskego. www.muskego.org

“Once Upon a Mattress,” 7 p.m.
today, Friday and Saturday and 3 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday, Lake Country
Playhouse, 221 E. Capitol Drive, Hart-
land. Presented by students ages 13

to 17 in The Playhouse Performing
Arts Academy. https://www.lakecoun-
tryplayhousewi.org/onceuponamat-
tress/; tickets: http://onceuponamat-
tresslcp.brownpapertickets.com.

Lake Country Carvers annual 
Woodcarving Show, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, Life Enrichment Center, 1306
W. Wisconsin Ave., Oconomowoc.

Waukesha Art Crawl, 4 p.m. to 10
p.m. Saturday, downtown Waukesha.
www.waukeshaart.com/waukesha-art-
crawl

5th annual On-Street Show, 10 a.m.

to 2 p.m. Sunday, downtown Elm
Grove on Watertown Plank Road.
Registration 8 a.m. to noon. Entry fee
is a donation benefitting TeamUp! Ven-
dor area. Food and drink.
Facebook.com/CruisinTheGrove

Waukesha Civic Band, 8 p.m. to 9
p.m. today, Les Paul Performance
Center, Cutler Park, 321 Wisconsin
Ave. Dixie Band, music from “The Wiz-
ard of Oz.” Sponsored by Randy Hopf
& Gene Stevens.

Waukesha’s Friday Night Live, 6:30
p.m. to 9 p.m. Friday, downtown
Waukesha.
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Fun Things To Do This Weekend

StateFairShuttle.com For Park & Ride Locations

From Waukesha County 
Every 30 min.

Children 6-11 

and Seniors

Only $6 
round trip

Children 5 and underFREE

$8 Round Trip
from various Waukesha County 

Park & Rides.
(round trip ticket required)!
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Ryan talks
small business, 

health care
reform in

Mukwonago

Kenny Yoo/Special to The Freeman

U.S. House Speaker Paul Ryan addresses employees at
Banker Wire in Mukwonago on Wednesday.

The view from above
Waukesha Police take flight with two drones on force

House Speaker visits
Banker Wire

By Ashley Haynes
Freeman Staff

MUKWONAGO — It’s no
secret that Speaker of the
U.S. House of Representa-
tives Paul Ryan  is an advo-
cate for tax reform, especial-
ly when it comes to the per-
centage of taxes on small,
family-owned businesses.
On Wednesday, the
Janesville Republican con-
tinued his trend of visiting
businesses across southeast-
ern Wisconsin to discuss
that and other issues.

He toured Banker Wire, a
manufacturer of woven wire
and mesh, and later had a
Q&A session with the com-

pany’s workers. The upcom-
ing Wisconsin Foxconn
plant and how it will change
the outlook of the rustic belt
was one of the first issues
brought up.

“You’ve got to stay ahead
of the curve and Foxconn is
at the cutting edge,” said
Ryan. “This investment is
bringing a generation’s
worth of development.”

Ryan says that Foxconn
founder and chairman Terry
Gou chose Wisconsin
because he was impressed
by the state’s education sys-
tem and the focus on
mechanics and engineering.

Hannah Weikel/Freeman Staff

A Phantom 3 drone hovers in the Waukesha Police Department garage on Wednesday during a private demonstration.

Submitted photo

Aerial footage from a city of Madison Police Department drone during a July 24 training drill
shows a search on horseback through a field.

See RYAN, PAGE 8A

WAUKESHA (AP) — A
group representing mayors
and cities in the Great Lakes
region has dropped its fight
against letting Waukesha
draw water from Lake
Michigan. 

On Wednesday, the Great
Lakes and St. Lawrence
Cities Initiative said it
reached a settlement with

the Great Lakes Compact
Council,  which represents
the region’s eight states. The
council last year granted
Waukesha permission to tap
the lake, which ordinarily
would be prohibited because
the city is outside the water-
shed boundary.   

food vendors vie for coveted
Sporkies at fair8 timeout
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Group drops fight 
over letting city use

Lake Michigan water 

See WATER, PAGE 8A



Ryan
From Page 1A

With discussion of new and emerg-
ing technologies, the topic of net neu-
trality arose. Ryan said net neutrality
goes back to the issue of who should
be drafting bills for the American
people— elected public officials or
unelected bureaucrats who have no
limit on the amount of time they are
in power. He believes organizations
like the Federal Communications
Commission shouldn’t be enforcing
legislation.

On a national level, Ryan was also
asked about the issues going in the
Senate regarding the replacement of
Obamacare. One Banker Wire
employee said even though there is
Republican alignment in the White
House, Senate, and House for the first
time in years, there are still problems
getting legislation passed.

“The House has passed along
almost all of the legislation that we
had planned to,” said Ryan. “Now
we’re just waiting on the Senate to
get it done. I know how frustrating
it is, especially when one senator
voted a different way than he said
he was going to.”

Ryan maintained there has been
progress, but there are too many
other distractions going on that don’t
allow the people to see when real
work  in Congress is being done. He

pointed to the week when former FBI
Director James Comey made his tes-
timony on Capitol Hill.

“We passed some legislation that
day that no one even heard about,”

said Ryan. 
He emphasized that the House is

doing everything it can to get some
movement on the replacement of
Obamacare and trying to get the Sen-
ate to gain traction as well.

“We’re trying to get this to the Sen-
ate and get this done,” said Ryan. “It
will lower premiums and make it
more affordable.”

He also pointed out that a major
point in the new proposed health care
bill for him is to make sure citizens
are able to find out medical costs up
front and shop around. He says our
current system just doesn’t work.

“I want to go to Travelocity for
health care —let’s do that,” said
Ryan.

He ended his Q&A session by
briefly stating that House members
will continue to work on drafting
some more bills that have been on
their to-do list. He said he will con-
tinue to work as hard as he can to get
as many pieces of legislation possible
finished and deliver on the promises
Republican lawmakers have been
making for years, including the
repeal and replacement of Oba-
macare.

Email: ahaynes@conleynet.com

Drones
From Page 1A

before any use of a drone by
law enforcement.

Summit Police Lieutenant
Steve Schroeder said his
department hasn’t  consid-
ered purchasing a drone, but
sees advantages to their use.

Schroeder said law enforce-
ment agencies elsewhere in
Waukesha County do a great
job of sharing the technolo-
gies they have with other
departments, and he imag-
ines that would likely be the
case with drones should one
group need the technology.

Waukesha’s drone has
already been deployed to
Summit to aid a homicide
investigation and Milwaukee
during a police-involved
shooting along the lakefront. 

FAA rules and regulations
Police drones must be reg-

istered by the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and
comply with certain rules
and restrictions, as with any
public aircraft. 

Each time Waukesha police
deploy a drone, they first
have to call the Waukesha
Regional Airport because the
entire city is considered
“class D” airspace, meaning
all flights, including drones,
must be cleared by the FAA.

Officers who fly the drone
must receive FAA-approved
training and undergo regular
in-flight tests, Pergande said. 

There are fewer than 10
officers trained to deploy and
operate drones in the Wauke-
sha Police Department, but
that number is expected to
increase. Police drones are
subject to FAA rules similar
to those covering commercial

flights, like flying only 400
feet above ground and always
remaining within the opera-
tor’s line of sight. 

But other commercial
flight rules, like restricted
night launches and no flying
over people, are waived for
police, Pergande said. 

Most police departments
also create protocol for their
force’s use of drones, includ-
ing state and federal privacy
statutes that comply with the
Fourth Amendment.

Concerns have been raised
as UAVs in police work sky-
rockets, such as whether offi-
cers could use them to invade
privacy and obtain video and
photos of places, like back
yards, where they normally
couldn’t go. 

Privacy concerns
Drones used for surveil-

lance have been hotly con-
tested in multiple U.S.
Supreme Court cases and in
state courts, which has creat-
ed an extensive amount of
legislation and case law
across the country. 

At the core of those con-
cerns is privacy. 

Alan Rubel, an associate
professor of information
studies and legal studies at
the University of Wisconsin-

Madison, said new surveil-
lance technology like drones
can present a delicate bal-
ance between ensuring pub-
lic safety and breaching pri-
vacy guaranteed by the U.S.
Constitution. 

“Everyone is protected
from unlawful searches and
seizures and there’s a tension
between new technology and
how those are treated under
the Fourth Amendment,”
Rubel said. 

According to a 2017 Ras-
mussen poll, the issue is
divided, with 36 percent in
favor and 39 percent against
the use of drones in police
work. 

As it stands, Waukesha
police deploying drones must
abide by similar laws as they
would when searching a car,
Pergande said. In Wisconsin,
a warrant is needed for
searches unless there is an
immediate threat to some-
one’s safety. Police are not
allowed to use drones to spy
on private citizens through a
window, but are allowed to fly
them in homes to serve a
warrant or to locate a danger-
ous person inside. 

Drones are often lumped
with manned aircraft, like
helicopters and airplanes,
but Rubel said they should be

treated differently because
they are cheap, easily hidden
and can get into spaces that
most manned aircraft can-
not. 

With ever-advancing tech-
nology like artificial intelli-
gence, facial recognition and
thermal imaging, the lines of
what should or shouldn’t be

used in police work are
becoming more blurred and
often new technology is out-
pacing laws and regulations.

Still, it’s hard to ignore the
huge benefits police drones
bring for the safety of offi-
cers and citizens, Rubel said. 

Email: hweikel@conleynet.com

Water
From Page 1A

Waukesha needs a new
water source because its
groundwater is contami-
nated with radium, but
has been mixing water
from its deep and shallow
aquifers to provide safe
drinking water. 

Waukesha had been
required to be in full com-
pliance with the Environ-
mental Protection Agen-
cy’s radium-in-water stan-
dards by June 30, 2018, or
be fined under a previous
agreement with the state.
The city didn’t receive
final approval for the Lake
Michigan project until
June 2017, which left two
years for planning, design
and construction. A new
agreement, reached in
July, buys Waukesha five
more years for comple-
tion, until Sept. 1, 2023.

The cities group unsuc-
cessfully appealed the
council’s decision and had
considered a lawsuit.   

Mayor Shawn Reilly
expressed happiness with
the outcome.

“We are pleased that the
GLSLCI (Cities Initiative)
has chosen not to further
appeal the approval by the
Great Lakes Compact to
allow Waukesha to use
and return Lake Michigan
water. We will continue to
move forward toward pro-
viding a sustainable, reli-
able, and safe drinking
water supply for the City
of Waukesha,” Reilly said
in a statement. 

“The Great Lakes Com-
pact Council stated, ‘none
of the evaluated alterna-
tives were found to be reli-
able sources for a long-
term, dependable, and sus-
tainable public water sup-
ply and, therefore, the
Applicant is without a rea-
sonable water supply
alternative’ to using and
returning Lake Michigan
water. The Compact Coun-
cil based its decision on
science, the law and the
years of research behind
Waukesha’s application.” 

Under their deal, the
cities group and the state
council will review the
process for considering
similar requests in the
future, with an eye toward
involving more stakehold-
er groups and having
more public hearings.    

“We are moving forward
on permitting and then
construction of the pro-
ject, and anticipate using
and returning Lake Michi-
gan water by 2023,” Reilly
said.

Also contributing:
Katherine Michalets, 

Freeman Staff
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* Precipitation source, Gen. Mitchell International, 
Milwaukee. Precipitation is the liquid equivalent of 
snow, ice and rain. 
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COOLING DEGREE
An index of energy consumption 
indicating how many degrees the day's 
mean temperature was above 65 
degrees.

Yesterday 5.....................................
Month to date................................
Year to date..................................
Normal season to date.................

Tonight: South wind 10 to 15 knots veering southwest after midnight. 
Showers and thunderstorms likely through around midnight, then 
chance of showers after midnight. 

MARINE FORECAST

ULTRAVIOLET INDEX FORECAST

Tonight: Showers and thunderstorms likely through around midnight, 
then chance of light rain showers after midnight.
Friday: Cooler, chance of showers. Highs, mid-60s. 

Lake Michigan near shore forecast:

Lake Michigan water temperature is      degrees.

The UVI forecast for Friday is 

UV scale and warnings on possible skin damage: 0-2 low risk, 3-5 moderate 
risk,6-7 high risk, 8-10 very high risk, 11-over extreme risk. 
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HEAT INDEX TOMORROW

A composite of 
the effects of 
temperature and
humidity on the 
human body. 

Waukesha 83/66.............................

Waukesha 0.00"..............................Precipitation, Waukesha
Precipitation 0.00"...........................
Precip. month to date 0.00"............
Normal month to date 0.25"............
Precip. year to date 25.69".............
Normal year to date 20.46".............

High/Low, Waukesha
High/Low 82/68...............................
Normal High / Low 80/64................
Last year's high for date 82............
Last year's low for date 68..............

MONCADA LAW FIRM LLC
Call Arnie at MONCADA LAW FIRM LLC

711 W. Moreland Blvd., Ste 205
Waukesha, WI 53188
262.544.4042 • Fax 262.544.4054
Mobile 262.227.4027
amoncadalawfirm@att.net
www.truststartshere.com/moncada_law_firm_llc

Traffic • DUI • Criminal • Family • Juvenile 
• Probate and Guardian ad Litem law

Serving Waukesha, Milwaukee and surrounding counties. 
Free consultation in the comfort of your home.

Referrals Welcome.256335002

256656002

Ozaukee County Historical Society Presents
11th Anniversary

Sunday, August 13, 2017
OZAUKEE COUNTY PIONEER VILLAGE

4880 HWY I, SAUKVILLE
Tour the Village • Young Fiddlers

Do it yourself Kitchen Band • Raffles 
GATES OPEN AT 11AM • MUSIC 12PM-6PM

Bands:
12:00 Pickin’ Up Speed
1:00 Chicken Wire Empire
2:30 Mecan Rive Ramblers
3:30 Handpicked Bluegrass
5:00 Big Cedar

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO 
OUR GRAND SPONSOR

Port Washington State Bank
OTHER SPONSORS INCLUDE:
Palermo’s Pizza • BMO Harris Bank 
Badgerland Bluegrass Music Assoc.
Edward Jones • Newman Chevrolet

Veletske Law Offices, LLC
Safelite Autoglass • Kolb & Associates

Wayne’s Drive In • Jon & Sandy Dehlinger
Richmond Investment Services

Admission
$10 Adults
18-64 Years
$8 Students
6-17 Years &
Seniors 65+

Kids 5 and
Under & OCHS
Members Free
18-64 Years

FREE

For more information visit: www.ochs.co.ozaukee.wi.us
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EXPERT JEWELRY &
WATCH REPAIRS

Done right the first time

Sun. & Mon. Closed 
Tues.- Fri. 11- 5:30 • Sat. 11- 4

Scott Mars
Owner, Master Goldsmith, Appraiser

Hand-Made Original Pieces
14k Gold Jewelry

Sterling Silver Pieces
Bracelets • Rings • Earrings

$5OFF Any $25 purchase or
repair. With this coupon

One coupon per customer. Not valid with any other offers.

All work is very reasonably priced
and guaranteed.

All Jewelry and Watch Repairs 
Done On Premises

Two Great Cat ShowsTwo Great Cat Shows

August 12-13
“Aloha Friends & Felines”

Olympia Resort
1350 Royale Mile Rd., Oconomowoc, WI

9:30am-4pm
Six rings daily! 

HAWS/Raffles/Vendors
Sponsored in part by:
Dr. Elsey’s Cat Litter

‘Never Scoop Litter Again’

5th Anniversary Show
September 23-24

‘Feline Groovy’
Racine Civic Center (Memorial Hall)

72 7th St., Racine, WI

9:30am-4:00pm
Five rings daily $2 Parking

Kindred Kitties, Purebred Cat Rescue,
many vendors,

raffles!

www.catsrulecatclub.com for $1 off coupon
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U.S. House Speaker Paul Ryan tours the industrial building of Banker Wire in
Mukwonago with company president Dave Stout on Wednesday.

Hannah Weikel/Freeman Staff

A Phantom 3 drone hovers above police patrol vehicles in the
Waukesha Police Department garage Wednesday during a
private demonstration.


