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GREAT WATER ALLIANCE PROJECT

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA – Since construc-
tion kicked off in late 2020 for the
Great Water Alliance project, the

city of Waukesha announced
Thursday that it has met its legal
construction deadline, officially
completing 50% of construction
for the project.

The project will allow a new
water supply from Lake Michigan

to be piped from Milwaukee
Water Works to Waukesha. After
use and treatment, the water will
be returned to the lake via the
Root River.

According to the city, they are
required to comply with federal

drinking water standards for
radium by Sept. 1, 2023. 

The city also had a construction
deadline to complete 50% of the
new water supply project by May
31, 2022. 

In a Thursday press release,

Mayor Shawn Reilly announced
that construction crews have
completed 21 of the 36 miles of
water supply and return flow
pipelines.

Project meets 50% completion deadline
City: Estimated $286 million construction is on time, on budget

See WATER, PAGE 6A

Staying safe on the ice
Mukwonago fire chief provides safety tips

Photos courtesy of Jeff Stien

Mukwonago dive team and surface rescue members use chainsaws to cut through ice on Wednesday.

By Jeromey Hodsdon 
262-513-2681

jhodsdon@conleynet.com

MUKWONAGO – Ice fish-
ing is popular among Wis-
consinites this time of year,
and while it’s an enjoyable
social hobby or sport, there
are safety risks if the prop-
er precautions aren’t
taken.

According to the Wiscon-
sin Department of Natural
Resources, “The DNR does
not monitor ice conditions
or the thickness of the ice.
Local bait shops, fishing
clubs and resorts serve
winter anglers every day
and often have the most up-
to-date information on how
thick the ice is on local
lakes and rivers, as well as
areas that are especially

dangerous.”
There is no such thing as

100% safe ice. The ice’s
strength can’t be deter-
mined by an individual fac-

tor, but by a combination of
factors such as its appear-
ance, age, thickness, tem-
perature or whether the ice
is covered with snow. 

Mukwonago Fire Chief
Jeff Stien advises that peo-
ple should be smart and
plan ahead before going out
on ice. 

“Make sure to check your
ice depth. Always have a
flotation device and a cell-
phone on you if you are
going out alone and use
common sense,” said Stien.
According to Stien, Muk-
wonago has a “minimal ice
diving team that focuses on
surface ice rescue.” The
rescue team trains fre-
quently and just held a ses-
sion Wednesday. 

The last time the Mukwon-
ago rescue team responded
to an incident was on Dec. 26,
2019, in which two children
fell  through  the  ice  on  a

MILWAUKEE (AP) —
Republican National Com-
mittee officials toured Mil-
waukee on Thursday as they
consider whether to hold the
party’s 2024 political conven-
tion there, four years after
Democrats were picked to
host their meeting that got
scuttled due to the pandemic. 

Former Gov. Scott Walker
and former White House
Chief of Staff Reince Priebus
were with GOP officials on
the tour, which included a
stop at the Fiserv Forum,
home to the Milwaukee
Bucks. Priebus previously
served as chairman of the
Wisconsin Republican Party
and the RNC before joining
Donald Trump’s White

House. 
Other finalists for hosting

the convention are Nashville
and Salt Lake City. A decision
is expected by August. 

Milwaukee was picked by
the Democratic National
Committee for its 2020 nation-
al convention, but that was
moved mostly online and to
President Joe Biden’s home
state of Delaware due to the
pandemic. 

The Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel reported that local
organizers have told Republi-
cans that they have around
$30 million in pledges and are
planning to raise around $65
million to stage the event,
which could lure up to 45,000
people to the city.  

Republicans tour 
Milwaukee for possible

convention site

By Benjamin Yount
The Center Square

MADISON — One Repub-
lican lawmaker is offering to
accept Gov. Tony Evers’ plan
to provide tax relief for Wis-
consin, and even add a little.

The governor on Wednes-
day signed an order calling
for a special session of the
Legislature on March 8 to

consider his plan to provide
$150 tax rebate checks for
everyone in the state.

“[The] Legislative Fiscal
Bureau recently released

new projections indicating
the state general fund bal-
ance will have a $3.8 billion
surplus at the end of the
2021-23 biennium – nearly
$2.9 billion more than was
previously projected in June
2021,” the governor wrote in
his special session procla-
mation. “Nevertheless,
these costs remain a top con-
cern for working Wiscon-

sinites and families in every
corner of the state, many of
whom are already working
to try and make ends meet.”

Most Republican lawmak-
ers call Evers’ $150 rebate
plan an election-year give-
away. The Republican-con-
trolled Assembly and Senate
are expected to ignore the

Republican Roth counters Evers’ 
special-session order with tax reform plan

Looks to reduce, ultimately eliminate personal income tax 

See REFORM, PAGE 6A

See ICE, PAGE 6A

Mukwonago dive team and surface rescue members train at
night on Wednesday.

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

By Dave Fidlin
Special to The Freeman

WAUKESHA — After
seven months of review, a
policy pertaining to email
use for all city business has
been added to the municipal
books.

The Common Council on
Thursday approved the poli-
cy, which was first proposed
in July when there was
interest expressed in issuing
city email addresses to all
appointed residents serving
on the city’s boards, commit-
tees and commissions.

Since the initial discus-
sion, the policy was broad-
ened to prohibit anyone
with a city-issued email
from discussing municipal
business on a personal email
account. Conversely, the pol-
icy states no one with a city-
issued account should send
anything of a personal
nature through it.

“It actually took on a larg-
er scope, if you will,” said
Alderman Daniel Manion,
who chairs the two city pan-
els — Information Technolo-
gy Board and Human
Resources Committee —
that took up the proposal. “It
became not just related to
citizen board members, but

a citywide email policy, in
total.”

In a memo to the council,
City Attorney Brian Running
said the uniform, across-the-
board policy eliminates any
gray areas that could arise
when open records requests
are submitted.

“If users conduct city
business using personal
email accounts, those emails
will be records available to
the public under the state
open records law, and the
personal email may become
subject to search and public
disclosure,” Running wrote
in the memo.

He added, “Having all city
emails in city accounts
makes it simple to pass the
emails on to a successor, and
does not require retrieving
messages from personal
accounts. Responding to
open-records requests is
also much simpler when
emails can be retrieved from
one location.”

Before the unanimous
vote was cast from all coun-
cil members in attendance,
Alderwoman Cassie
Rodriguez offered hearty
endorsement for the policy,
as written.

WAUKESHA COMMON COUNCIL

Streamlined email
policy for all city

business approved
Aimed at easing records 

retention, complying with 
open meetings laws

See COUNCIL, PAGE 6A
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Council
From Page 1A

“I think it’s very important
that it gets passed,”
Rodriguez said. “What I real-
ly like about it is that the pol-
icy explains why you would
use the email and why it pro-
tects you.”

Also on Thursday, the
council:

■ Delayed discussion on
City Administrator Kevin
Lahner’s annual review and
feedback survey summary.
The council agenda did

include a scheduled closed
session to go over both items,
but Mayor Shawn Reilly
explained why the item was
postponed.

“I’ve been notified by the
chair of the HR Committee
that they do not want to have
that on for the meeting
tonight,” Reilly said, refer-
ring to communication from
Manion. “They had a short-
ened meeting (Wednesday)
night, and they weren’t able
to address that, so they’re
going to bring it back at a dif-
ferent time.” 

■ Did not discuss or take
action on a proposed land

rezoning at the corner of
Saylesville and River roads.
Developer Cardinal Capital
had submitted plans for a 72-
unit apartment project,
directly across from Wauke-
sha West High School.

Reilly indicated a public
hearing and action on a
land rezone and amend-
ment to the city’s land use
plan were removed from

the agenda at the request of
the developer.

Cardinal Capital’s plans,
which drew opposition and
an online petition from
Alderman Frank McElderry,
would require rezoning of
the site  from its current des-
ignation of a community
business district to a multi-
family residential district to
come to fruition. 
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Singer Yoko Ono is 89.
Singer Herman Santiago
(Frankie Lymon and the
Teenagers) is 81.
Singer Dennis DeYoung is
75.
Actor Cybill Shepherd is 72.
Rock musician Robbie

Bachman is 69.
Actor John Travolta is 68.
Game show host Vanna
White is 65.
Actor Matt Dillon is 58.
Rapper Dr. Dre is 57.
Actor Molly Ringwald is 54.
Singer-musician Sean
Watkins (Nickel Creek) is
45.

57 years ago

Feb. 18, 1965
Incorporation of the Town

of Merton as the Village of
Moraine Lakes is not in the
public interest, Walter K.
Johnson, planning director of
the state department of
resource development, ruled
yesterday.  .. . 

“Incorporation of the pro-
posed Village of Moraine
Lakes at this time could to a
considerable extent commit
Waukesha County to a series
of incorporations which
would greatly complicate
orderly consideration of alter-
native courses of action.”

42 years ago

Feb. 18, 1980
Waukesha County supervi-

sors will be asked Tuesday to
set aside $35,500 to settle a 5-
year-old sex discrimination
complaint filed by three jail
matrons.

They will discuss it first in a
secret session at 10 a.m., with
their attorney.

Under the proposed agree-
ment worked out by county
officials and the U.S. Justice
Department, the county
would try to hire a certain
percentage of female sheriff
deputies and would award
back pay to four matrons. ... 

The four matrons will
receive a total of $34,000. The
additional $1,500 is for Social
Security tax.

— Local history compiled by
Patrice Shanks;

pshanks@conleynet.com; 
262-513-2639

Also on this day
Feb. 18, 1564 — Artist

Michelangelo died in Rome.
Feb. 18, 1885 — Mark

Twain’s “Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn” was pub-
lished in the U.S. for the first
time (after being published in
Britain and Canada).

Feb. 18, 1970 — The
“Chicago Seven” defendants
were found not guilty of con-
spiring to incite riots at the
1968 Democratic national con-
vention; five were convicted of
violating the Anti-Riot Act of
1968 (those convictions were
later reversed).

Feb. 18, 1994 — At the Win-
ter Olympic Games in Nor-
way, U.S. speed-skater Dan
Jansen finally won a gold
medal, breaking the world
record in the 1,000 meters.

Feb. 18, 2001 — Auto rac-
ing star Dale Earnhardt Sr.
died in a crash at the Daytona
500; he was 49.

Feb. 18, 2017 — Norma
McCorvey, whose legal chal-
lenge under the pseudonym
“Jane Roe” led to the U.S.
Supreme Court’s landmark
decision that legalized abor-
tion but who later became an
outspoken opponent of the
procedure, died in Katy,
Texas, at age 69.

Today and Saturday

Bubba’s, 1276 Capitol Drive,
Pewaukee
Today: S’mores
Saturday: But-
terfinger

Buddy’s, 1345 S.
West Ave.,
Waukesha
Today: Classic
Cookie Dough
Saturday: Chocolate Caramel
Swirl

Culver’s, 1650 E. Main St., 
Waukesha
Today: Turtle
Saturday: Oreo Cheesecake

Culver’s, 840 W. Sunset Drive,
Waukesha
Today: Crazy for Cookie Dough
Saturday: Chocolate Eclair

Culver’s, 2600 N. Grandview
Blvd., Waukesha
Today: Salted Caramel Pecan Pie
Saturday: Brownie Batter Over-
load

Culver’s, 14855 W. National Ave.,
New Berlin
Today: Chocolate Eclair
Saturday: Chocolate Oreo Vol-
cano

Culver’s, 3705 N. 124th St., 
Brookfield
Today: Mint Oreo
Saturday: Caramel Fudge Cookie
Dough

Culver’s, 21300 W. Capitol Drive,
Town of Brookfield
Today: Toffee Pecan
Saturday: Turtle Dove

Culver’s, 15280 W. Bluemound
Road, Elm Grove
Today: Caramel Fudge Cookie
Dough
Saturday: Midnight Toffee

Culver’s, 701 Industrial Court,
Hartland
Today: Chocolate Oreo Volcano
Saturday: Chocolate Covered
Strawberry

Culver’s, 1090 N. Rochester St.,
Mukwonago
Today: Chocolate Heath Crunch
Saturday: Andes Mint Avalanche

Culver’s, W187-S7959 Racine
Ave., Muskego
Today: Snickers Swirl
Saturday: Devil’s Food Cake

Culver’s, 1177 E. Summit Ave.,
Oconomowoc
Today: Really Reese’s
Saturday: Caramel Pecan

Culver’s, W249-N6620 Highway
164, Town of Lisbon
Today: Mint Oreo
Saturday: Caramel Fudge Cookie
Dough

Culver’s, 400 E. Summit Ave.,
Wales
Today: Caramel Cashew
Saturday: Brownie Batter Over-
load

Kopp’s Frozen Custard, 18880
W. Bluemound Road, Town of 
Brookfield
Today: Tiramisu, Chocolate Rasp-
berry Cheesecake
Saturday: Mint Chip, Caramel
Cone Sundae

LeDuc’s Frozen Custard Drive-In,
240 W. Summit Ave., Wales
Today: Kahlua Brownie Cheese-
cake
Saturday: Black Raspberry

Oscar’s Frozen Custard, 21165
Highway 18, Town of Brookfield
Today: Peanutbutter Party!!! 
Saturday: Drum...Stixxx! 
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Ice
From Page 1A

retention pond in Mukwona-
go. Both children were res-
cued.          

Just last month, 34 people
were rescued after being
stranded while ice fishing
when a large piece of ice
broke off a Lake Michigan
shore in Scott, Wisconsin
near Green Bay. 

The Wisconsin DNR 
provided the following
safety tips:

■ Dress warmly in layers;
■ Don’t go alone — head

out with friends or family —
take a cellphone, and make
sure someone knows where
you are and when you are
expected to return;

■ Know before you go and
don’t travel in areas you are
not familiar with;

■ Avoid inlets and outlets
that may have current that
can thin the ice;

■ Look for clear ice, which
is generally stronger than
ice with snow on it or bub-
bles in it;

■ Carry some basic safety
gear: ice claws or picks, a
cellphone in a waterproof
bag or case, a life jacket and
a length of rope.

The DNR recommends
staying off the ice when it’s
two inches thick or less.
Four inches minimum is
ideal for ice fishing and ice
skating. Snowmobiles and
ATVs require at least five to
six inches of ice. At least
eight inches is recommend-
ed for cars and small trucks
while at least a foot of ice is
ideal for full-sized trucks.

If someone happens to fall
through the ice, the DNR rec-
ommends that they try to
remain calm and act quickly.
Do not remove any clothing,
as it keeps in body heat. Ice
picks come in handy as a way
to provide traction to pull
themselves out. In addition,
they should kick their feet to
help push themselves up out
of the water. Remain flat to
spread out body weight
across the ice until they are
fully out of the water. Stand-
ing up may cause more ice to
break. 

Then, make sure to get
somewhere warm and shel-
tered as soon as possible
before hypothermia kicks
in.

Reform 
From Page 1A

March special session call.
But Sen. Roger Roth, R-

Appleton, is willing to come
back to Madison and vote on
tax reforms. Just not the gov-
ernor’s plan.

“Let’s not stop at $150 in
one-time refunds, let’s use
this historic opportunity to
return all surplus funds back
to the hard working families
and businesses of Wiscon-
sin,” Roth said Thursday.
“Let’s use this special ses-
sion to take up my bill to
become the first state in the
Midwest to eliminate the
state income tax.”

On Monday, Roth and other
Republicans introduced a

plan to reduce Wisconsin’s
personal income tax with the
hope of fully eliminating it
in a few years.

The proposal would lower
income tax rates to:
2.15% (currently 3.54%)
2.85% (currently 4.65%)
3.20% (currently 5.30%)
4.50% (currently 7.65%)

Roth says if Wisconsin’s
finances don’t suffer, the tax
rates would be reduced
again. Wisconsin Republi-
cans are looking to make the
state the eighth in the nation
without a state income tax.

The debate is expected to
ramp up next year when the
Legislature will begin the
process of writing a new
state budget. 

Water
From Page 1A

“The pipelines are actual-
ly 56.3 percent complete, but
the 50 percent compliance
mark is determined by the
percentage of overall con-
struction costs that has been
billed by contractors,” Reil-
ly said in a statement.

To comply with the court
order, the city reported that
a certification was submit-
ted Thursday to the Wiscon-
sin Department of Justice
and the Department of Nat-
ural Resources.

Reilly reported that the
project is on time and on
budget.

“We’re closing in on bring-
ing a new supply of water to
Waukesha in 2023 that will
be safe and reliable for the
long term,” he said. “Today,
our contractors officially
notified the Waukesha
Water Utility that we
reached the halfway mark at
the end of January. This is a
significant milestone with

our project. If we had not
gotten to 50 percent in time,
we would have had to spend
up to $5 million on studies
and temporary radium
treatment facilities that
won’t be needed after we
switch to Great Lakes water.
I am proud that our team
avoided this expense for
ratepayers.”

Waukesha Water Utility
General Manager Dan
Duchniak told The Freeman
he is happy that they were
able to save $5 million by
meeting the 50% completion
deadline. Overall, he said
the city has been cognizant
of the new water supply’s
cost and they are working
hard to keep costs to resi-
dents as low as possible.

In 2020, the Waukesha
Water Utility notified
Waukesha residents that
they will see nearly a 25%
rate increase by 2023 due to
the project. The first rate
increase, 15.88%, went into
effect in February 2021. The
second rate increase, which
will total 7.61%, will go into

effect once the project reach-
es certain criteria, likely
this spring to early summer,
Duchniak said.

Project background
Waukesha’s current

groundwater is contaminat-
ed by radium and also
severely depleted. Construc-
tion costs include the
pipelines, the reservoirs in
Waukesha, booster pump
stations in Waukesha and
Milwaukee and the return
flow pump station in Wauke-
sha. 

“A significant challenge
was the time it took to
switch the design from an
Oak Creek water supply to
one from the Milwaukee
Water Works,” Reilly said.
“But the deal we negotiated
with Milwaukee in 2017 will
save the average residential
ratepayer more than $200
per year, due to a shorter
pipeline and lower annual
payments to their utility.
That will keep more than $4
million per year in the
Waukesha economy.”
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Tonight: Breezy. Mostly ctoudy with a 40 percent chance of snow 
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MARINE FORECAST
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Fun By The 
Numbers

Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 
square off. so 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your sudoku 
savvy to the test!

Lew# Adi-anced
Here'S How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku. the nianbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row. column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row. 
column and box. You can figure out the order In which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

p z 6 I e S 9 8 L
9 8 S L z 6 e I
L e I V 8 9 Z 6 S
6 * Z e 9 L s L 8
I s 9 8 6 z L V e
8 L e S I \r 6 9 a

e 9 V z S 8 I L 6
s V L 6 V e 8 Z 9
z 6 8 9 L i e s V
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SUDOKU
4 2

3 9
8 5

2 9 4
7 6 5

8 6
8 1 7

1 9 2 6
8 4

36 Extreme

38 Throw

39 Parrot

40 Iditarod 

need

41 Quick kiss

DOWN

1 Fleet 

makeup

2 Jewelry 

units

3 Shocked 

question

4 Fellows

5 Dance 

makeup

CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH

ACROSS

I Racket

5 Reach

across

9 Women’s 

quarters

II Garage 

buy

13 Peace 

goddess

14 Put in 

office

15 Settle 

the bill

16 Try for 

enrollment 

in

18 Patsies

20 Crew 

need

21 Apartment 

worker

22 Trial 

group

23 Way off

24 Orange 

tuber

25 Sweater 

material

27 Neighbor 

of Egypt

29 Slip

30 Funny

32 Thief s

crime

34 Georgia 

airport 

code

35 Place

S P A T L E D I N
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L E A D E D E W E
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C 0 P A S P S
A P T H E A D E D
D R E A E D E M U
M A D G E U L N A S
U N I 0 N P 0 S I T
S 0 N G S G E L S

8 Sweet 

drink 

10 Paltry 

12 Account 

17 For 

each 

19 Milky 

stone

6 Pharmacy 22 Green 

unit stone

7 “Did I do 24 “That 

something looks 

wrong?” delicious!

Yesterday’s answer

25 Like Dylan 

Thomas

26 Gives an 

address

27 Heir, often

28 Acid type

30 Handed 

over

31 Typewriter 

sound

33 Spelunk

ing site 

37 Jar part
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Sunset today.....................528 p.m.
Sunnse tomorrow..............6:44 am
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HEATING DEGREE
An mdox ol energy consumpttan 
rrfcadivj hen* many decrees ihe day's 
moon *.emp«raturc was bets'« 65 
decrees.

Yesterday..........................................35
Month to date...............................  655
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WIND CHILL TOMORROW
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the effects of Noon.............
temperature and
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