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WAUKESHA — The Common
Council will discuss a March 23
email sent by City Administrator
Kevin Lahner to department

heads, requesting they and their
staff make sure to include him in
on all communications with
Common Council members,
after two council members
placed the item on the Tuesday
Common Council agenda. 

The item was added to the

agenda for discussion and possi-
ble action by Alderwoman Kath-
leen Cummings and Alderwom-
an Cassie Rodriguez.

The email, which was
addressed to department direc-
tors and executive leadership
teams, was made available to The

Freeman Friday by Cummings
and Lahner.

“Please copy me on all email
correspondence and send me a
note when a Common Council

WAUKESHA

Common Council to discuss 
city administrator’s email

Lahner receives
a copy of 

disciplinary letter
City administrator can

respond to, appeal decision
By Nikki Brahm

nbrahm@conleynet.com
262-513-2651

WAUKESHA – City Administrator Kevin
Lahner is now facing a timeline to possibly
appeal the disciplinary letter which Com-
mon Council members voted 9-6 to place in
his employment file April 20.

Lahner told The Freeman he received the
letter Friday. He now has five days to pro-
vide a supplemental record in relation to
the letter and 10 days to appeal the letter.

Lahner requested that city staff include
him on council member correspondence What do you think?
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WAUKESHA — If
you’ve been driving
anywhere around

New Berlin, Waukesha, or
even West Allis or Muskego,
chances are you have wit-
nessed the scope of Wauke-
sha’s Lake Michigan water
project. 

Since starting this past
winter, construction crews
from half a dozen firms have
been laboring along with
giant machinery to lay the
many miles of pipeline
required to bring Lake Michi-
gan water to taps across
Waukesha and send the treat-
ed wastewater back to the
lake via the Root River. 

On Thursday, The Freeman
toured two of the project’s
roughly one dozen construc-
tion sites, getting a rare
chance to witness some the
engineering feats and technol-
ogy being put to use to effec-
tively place and secure some
of 36 miles worth of pipeline
being installed as part of the
$286 million project, dubbed
the Great Water Alliance.

New way to drill 
To lay much of the pipe

that will be going into the
ground, contractors are and
will be employing open
trench construction, in
which a trench matching the
depth and length of a pipe
segment is dug into the
ground. In other areas, espe-
cially where there is heavy
traffic or existing under-
ground utilities, the water

utility is using augur and
horizontal directional
drilling (HDD). 

While augur drilling
requires a trench box to be
dug down to the depth of
where an augur can tunnel
into the earth, HDD allows a
utility to tunnel into the
ground from the surface at a
horizontal angle. The technol-
ogy is essentially steerable as
it allows for the tunnel, and
the pipes that will be pulled
(rather than pushed) through
it, to bend underneath exist-
ing utilities and then back up
to a higher grade once past
the obstructions. 

If you notice a lot of hoses
lying around on some of the
construction sites, that’s
because technology uses a
slurry — a combination of
water and bentonite clay —
to coat the walls of the tun-
nel and to help pull the pipes
through. 

‘Discovery Channel stuff’
The Waukesha Water Utili-

ty’s Great Water Alliance is
using  the  technology  in

A modern 
MARVEL
High-tech drilling being

used to lay Lake Michigan
water pipeline

Water project 
construction timeline 

Dec. 1, 2020 — Construction starts on return
pipeline 

Jan. 11, 2021 — Construction starts on supply
pipeline 

April 29, 2021 — Roughly 20 percent of 
construction has been completed

Summer 2021 — Construction of Booster
Pumping Station expected to begin.

May 2022 — Utility required to have 
50 percent of entire project completed 

September 2023 — Deadline for utility to have
Lake Michigan water supply in place 

By the numbers 
14 – Total miles of water supply
pipeline 
2 – Miles of water supply

pipeline installed thus far 
22 – Total miles of return water
pipeline 
3 – Miles of return water

pipeline installed thus far
550 – Feet of pipeline that gets
installed each day 

Cara Spoto/Freeman Staff

Jim Cobb, a construction manager with the Waukesha Water Utility’s Great Water Alliance, shows Waukesha Mayor Shawn
Reilly (left) the machine that is used to cut the giant plastic pipes that make up the Lake Michigan water supply line.

Jim Cobb points to sections of an augur that will be used to drill beneath
124th Street in West Allis.

More online: To see more photos of the 
project and a video explaining horizontal 
directional drilling, visit gmtoday.com.
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COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) —
Former Vice President Mike
Pence, positioning himself
for a possible return to elect-
ed office, told an audience in
early-voting South Carolina
that he will spend the com-
ing months ‘‘pushing back
on the liberal agenda’’ he
says is wrong for the coun-
try. 

‘‘We’ve got to guard our val-
ues ... by offering a positive
agenda to the American peo-
ple, grounded in our highest
ideals,’’ Pence told an audi-
ence of several hundred on
Thursday at a Columbia din-
ner sponsored by a conserva-
tive Christian nonprofit.
‘‘Now, over the coming
months, I’ll have more to say
about all of that.’’ 

Pence, whose relationship
with President Donald
Trump frayed as Trump pres-
sured Pence to block certifi-
cation of the presidential
election results, praised
Trump’s tenure as ‘‘four
years of promises made,
promises, kept.’’  

The choice of South Caroli-
na for Pence’s first public
address since the end of the
Trump administration has
definite political overtones,
helping him develop expo-
sure for a potential 2024 pres-
idential bid. The state holds
the first presidential pri-
maries in the South, and
candidates of both major
parties typically spend more
than a year in South Caroli-
na ahead of those votes,
introducing themselves and
trying to secure support. 

Republican candidates use
South Carolina as a proving
ground to test their pro-life

mettle. Thursday’s event,
hosted by Palmetto Family
Council, also gave Pence a
backdrop for some of the
issues for which he long
advocated as an Indiana con-
gressman-turned-governor,
such as restrictions on abor-
tion and support for the
overturn of Roe v. Wade.  

Palmetto Family — which
lobbies for ‘‘biblical values,’’
such as heterosexual mar-
riage — most recently
helped push through a ban
on most South Carolina
abortions, a law now being
challenged in federal court. 

‘‘We will stand with the
right of every American, of
every faith, to live, to work,
to speak and to worship
according to the dictates of
their conscience,” Pence
said. 

Trump, other possible
GOP candidates

Pence, who since leaving
office has been doing work
with the Heritage Founda-
tion and Young America’s
Foundation, has not indicat-
ed if he plans a future run.
But whether Pence’s former
boss will run again still
looms large for the possible
Republican field. Trump has
not explicitly stated his
plans but has teased a possi-
ble bid, saying Thursday on
Fox Business that he’s
‘‘100%’’ thinking about run-
ning in 2024 — and would
even possibly consider Flori-

da Gov. Ron DeSantis as his
running mate. 

Earlier this month, anoth-
er possible GOP contender,
former U.N. Ambassador
Nikki Haley, said when
asked about 2024 by The
Associated Press that she
would stand down if Trump
opted to run again. Former
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo has launched an
aggressive schedule, visiting
states that will play a pivotal
role in the 2024 primaries
and signing a contract with
Fox News Channel. DeSantis

has been courting donors,
including in Trump’s back-
yard, with a prominent
speaking slot before the for-
mer president at a GOP
fundraising retreat dinner
at Mar-a-Lago, the Florida
resort where Trump now
lives. 

Waukesha Police
Department

THURSDAY
8:32 a.m. — A caller in

the 1200 block of Sentry
Drive reported numerous

items have “van-
ished” over the
last few months,
including two
area rugs.

12:51 p.m. – A
caller reported a fire in the
500 block of Lincoln
Avenue. The fire depart-
ment found the building
fully engulfed. The fire was

extinguished.
4:23 p.m. – A caller

reported a road rage inci-
dent in the 1100 block of
Dopp Street. The caller said
the man followed the caller
home.

4:37 p.m. – A caller in
the 400 block of North
Moreland Boulevard report-
ed their vehicle was keyed
overnight and he believes
he knows who did it. The
caller said someone also
smashed the mirror on his
vehicle. The damage
totaled $4,200.

CORRECTION

POLICE BLOTTER
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The date for when the Sum-
mers Farmers Market starts
at The Gardens Wedding Cen-
ter in Allenton was wrong in
Thursday’s TimeOut. The
market starts June 15. 

We regret the error. The
Freeman strives for balance
and accuracy in its news
reports. If you find a mis-
take in a Freeman story or
brief, please call Managing
Editor Katherine Beck at
262-513-2644. 

Pipeline
From Page 1A

many places to avoid disturbing things like high-pressure
gas lines, Waukesha Water Utility General Manager Dan
Duchniak said. 

HDD is twice as expensive as open trench construction,
but it’s an essential technique in areas that require it, he
said. 

On National Avenue near South Acredale Road, where
the utility is installing about 1,100 feet of the supply
pipeline, HDD is being employed to bore a tunnel for the
pipeline that will go under a creek located near the inter-
section. 

“This is not for the faint of heart,” said Jim Cobb, a con-
struction manager for the Great Water Alliance, com-
menting on the scale of the project. “This is real stuff.
This is Discovery Channel stuff.”

The project
Construction of the pipeline, replete with two pumping

stations and reservoirs, marks the culmination of 20 years
of work for the city of Waukesha, which lobbied for years
to find a safe alternative to its radium-plagued wells. 

But there is still plenty of work ahead for the utility and
its contractors. So far, the utility has completed about 20
percent of the entire project, which will take it through
several communities. 

About 2 miles of the 14-mile water supply pipeline,
which will be constructed through West Allis, Greenfield,
New Berlin and Waukesha, have been completed.  And the
utility has finished installing about 3 miles of the 22-mile
return flow line, which begins at the Clean Water Plant in
Waukesha and will head through New Berlin, Muskego,
and Franklin. 

The city is slated to have the entire water project com-
pleted by late 2023.

Cara Spoto/Freeman Staff

A Waukesha Water Utility employee observes as a contractor
stands in a 19-foot-deep trench box on 124th Street near Okla-
homa Avenue in West Allis.The trench box is being used as part
of augur-drilling construction taking place at the site.

TO OUR READERS: No obituaries were
submitted for today’s Freeman. Please

check back on Tuesday.

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) —
Disneyland reopened on Fri-
day and New York’s mayor
predicted the big city will be
up and running again at full
strength by July 1, as the
number of Americans fully
vaccinated against COVID-19
closed in on 100 million. 

Visitors cheered and
screamed with delight as the
Southern California theme
park swung open its gates for
the first time in 13 months in
a powerful symbol of the U.S.
rebound, even though the
self-proclaimed Happiest
Place on Earth is allowing
only in-state guests for now
and operating at just 25%
capacity. 

The reopening and similar
steps elsewhere around the
country reflect increasing
optimism as COVID-19 deaths
tumble and the ranks of the
vaccinated grow — a stark
contrast to the worsening dis-
aster in India and Brazil and
the scant availability of vac-
cines in many poor parts of
the world. 

While the overall number
of lives lost to COVID-19 in
the U.S. has eclipsed 575,000,
deaths have plummeted to an
average of about 670 per day
from a peak of around 3,400

in mid-January. 
As of Friday morning,

more than 99 million Ameri-
cans, or over 38% of all
adults, had been fully vacci-
nated, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention. About 55% of
adults had received at least
one dose. 

However, about 8% of
those who have gotten one
dose of either the Pfizer or

Moderna vaccine have not
returned for their second
shot, officials said. Dr.
Anthony Fauci, the nation’s
top infectious disease
expert, said it is important
to complete the course to
gain maximum protection
against the coronavirus. 

‘‘Make sure you get that
second dose,” he said at a
White House briefing. 

CDC officials also reported

Friday that it was anxiety —
not a problem with the shots
—that caused reactions in
dozens of people at vaccine
clinics in five states in early
April. 

Many of the 64 people faint-
ed or reported dizziness.
Some became nauseated or
vomited, and a few had rac-
ing hearts, chest pain or
other symptoms. None got
seriously ill.  

In New York, Mayor Bill de
Blasio said Thursday he
expects to see COVID-19
restrictions lifted and the city
‘‘fully reopen’’ by July 1. He
cited rising vaccination rates
and decreasing hospitaliza-
tions. 

‘‘We are ready for stores to
open, for businesses to open,
offices, theaters, full
strength,’’ he said on
MSNBC. 

However, New York Gov.
Andrew Cuomo has main-
tained throughout the crisis
that such decisions are his
alone, and he said Thursday
that he would like to lift
restrictions even sooner if
possible. 

‘‘I don’t want to wait that
long. I think if we do what we
have to do, we can be
reopened earlier,’’ he said.  

U.S. closes in on 100 million 
Americans fully vaccinated

By Casey Harper
The Center Square

WASHINGTON — After
the U.S. Census results this
week did not come out as
many experts predicted, a
handful of Republicans are
now questioning whether
foul play was involved.

Several House Republi-
cans sent a letter Friday to
the U.S. Secretary of Com-
merce Gina Raimondo ques-
tioning the integrity of the
latest federal census and
asking whether the Biden
administration interfered.

Ranking member of the
House Oversight Commit-
tee, Rep. James Comer, R-Ky.,
led the effort along with
more than a dozen other
Republicans. The group sent
a letter asking whether the
U.S. Census results released
Monday were “independent
from any White House inter-
ference.”

“We write today with con-
cerns about the apportion-
ment count released by the
Census Bureau, and
whether the process which
derived the count was fair,
accurate, and independent
from any White House inter-
ference,” the letter reads.
“Given the extra time it took
to complete the 2020 Census
— including not meeting the
statutory deadlines by
months — we have questions
about the methodology and
the role the Biden White
House may have played in
releasing these numbers,
especially as the results dif-
fer from evaluation esti-
mates released mere months
ago in ways that benefit blue
states over red states.”

The U.S. Census Bureau
has defended the delay in
presenting its findings, cit-
ing complications with
COVID-19

“Due to circumstances out

of our control, including
COVID-19 and numerous
severe weather events, we
delayed our 2020 Census
data collection efforts,” the
bureau said.

The latest population
count raised eyebrows when
the final totals in multiple
states were far different
from the estimates provided
just months prior by the U.S.
Census Bureau. For
instance, some experts pre-
dicted that Texas would gain
three seats, but it only added
two.

The Republicans allege
there is a connection
between which states popu-
lation totals changed and
those states political lean-
ings.

“Remarkably, the differ-
ences benefit traditionally
blue states – which gained
population compared to the
estimates — over red states
which tended to lose popula-

tion compared to the esti-
mates,” the letter says. “For
example, New York was esti-
mated to have a population
of 19,336,776, but was
attributed an apportionment
population much greater
than that of 20,215,751, a dif-
ference of nearly 900,000
individuals. Likewise, states
such as New Jersey and Illi-
nois experienced large popu-
lation increases of hundreds
of thousands of individuals
compared to the December
estimates, while states such
as Arizona, Florida, and
Texas experienced large
decreases from the Decem-
ber estimates.”

The Census Bureau told
Fox News that differences
between the estimates and
the final census numbers are
“typically interpreted as
error in the estimates and are
used to inform research and
methodological improve-
ments over the decade.”

House Republicans question whether 
White House interfered in 2020 Census data

Pence says he’ll push back on ‘liberal agenda’

Associated Press

Disney chairman Bob Iger, center, poses for photos with
employees at Disneyland in Anaheim, Calif., on Friday. The
iconic theme park in Southern California that was closed under
the state's strict virus rules swung open its gates Friday and
some visitors came in cheering and screaming with happiness.

Associated Press

In his first public speech since leaving office, former Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence speaks at a dinner hosted by Palmetto Fam-
ily on Thursday in Columbia, S.C.


