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Dan’s L&L Fine Jewelry 
and Greater Milwaukee 
Coin are buying gold, 
silver, coins, jewelry, 

sterling flatware, 
diamonds, paper money 

and pocket watches.

DAN’S L & L FINE JEWELRY 615 N. Barstow St., Waukesha • 262.549.5512 • Wed. - Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-3
263139030

NEED CASH 
FOR CHRISTMAS?

Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

Waukesha Water Utility General Manager Dan Duchniak, Waukesha Common Council President Cassie Rodriguez, Wauke-
sha Water Utility Chairman Joseph Piatt, Milwaukee Alderman Mark Borkowski, Waukesha Mayor Shawn Reilly, Milwaukee
Mayor Tom Barrett, Milwaukee Common Council President Cavalier Johnson, Milwaukee Water Works Superintendent Karen
Dettmer and Milwaukee Public Works Commissioner Jeffrey Polenske pose for the groundbreaking of the Great Water Alliance
project at the corner of West Oklahoma Avenue and South 76th Street in Milwaukee on Monday morning.

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — Wauke-
sha Mayor Shawn Reilly
and Milwaukee Mayor Tom
Barrett, as well as others
involved in the orchestra-
tion of the Waukesha Water
Alliance project,
announced the beginning of
construction through a
groundbreaking and press
conference Monday morn-
ing.

The estimated $286 mil-
lion project, dubbed the
Great Water Alliance, will
construct the pipelines and
other infrastructure needed
to bring Lake Michigan
water to Waukesha and
then recycle it back to a
Lake Michigan tributary
after use and treatment. 

A $137.1 million federal
loan was recently approved
for the project, with an
interest rate of 1.16% over a
38-year-term under the
Wa t e r I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Finance and Innovation Act
(WIFIA) towards the pro-
ject.

Reilly said Monday was a
great day for the people who
worked on the project, for
Waukesha residents and
businesses and for coopera-
tion throughout the region.

“Today we are happy to
announce the start of the
construction phase of our
Great Water Alliance pro-
ject, a project which will
ensure sustainable drink-
ing water in Waukesha for

generations to come,” he
said. “Our community has
gone through almost 20
years of research, design
and permit applications to
get to this day.”

Reilly said by September
of 2023, decades of concern
about an unreliable water
supply in Waukesha will be
over. The current ground-
water supply in Waukesha
is depleted and contains
contaminants including
radium.

“Waukesha will no longer
have to worry about con-
fined aquifers, increasing
groundwater temperature
and dissolved minerals, salt
contamination, drawdowns
of our groundwater and
radiation contamination,”
he said.

Barrett emphasized the
Great Water Alliance
involved many individuals
even outside the region.

“What you have here is
layer after layer after layer
of governments that had to
find a way to negotiate this
and it was only because of
the persistence of so many
people that recognized at
the end of the day if you
could have people of good
will who worked to estab-
lish trust, that you can get
to the finish line,” he said.

The conference was held
at the corner of West Okla-
homa Avenue and South
76th Street in Milwaukee,
where a new pumping sta-
tion will be built. From that 

Groundbreaking kicks off 
construction for Great Water

Alliance project

Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

Waukesha Mayor Shawn Reilly addresses the media during
the press conference Monday on the Great Water Alliance.

Reilly: Groundbreaking comes after ‘almost 20 years’ of work

Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

Waukesha Mayor Shawn Reilly and Milwaukee Mayor Tom
Barrett chat after the Great Water Alliance press conference
Monday morning.See WATER, PAGE 6A

Alleged police
shooter pleads

not guilty
By Jake Ekdahl

Jekdahl@conleynet.com
262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — Nathanael Benton, 23, who faces criminal
charges after allegedly shooting two police officers in
Delafield, entered a not guilty plea in court Monday. 

Benton is charged with two counts of attempted first-
degree intentional homicide — with the charge modifier of
use of a dangerous weapon — and one count of possessing
a firearm while being convicted of an out-of-state felony. He
is also wanted in North Dakota where he was charged with
attempted murder for an incident that happened Nov. 1 and
is a registered sex offender for a conviction that took place
there. If convicted on the charges in Wisconsin he could
face more than 60 years in prison. 

Benton appeared in court shackled and in-person Monday
before Court Commissioner Linda Saafir. He waived his
right to a preliminary hearing, where the state would pro-
vide evidence and witnesses and he’d have the opportunity
to cross examine them and present his own evidence. Waiv-
ing the right to a preliminary hearing does not mean the
case couldn’t later go on to a trial. 

The State of Wisconsin is represented by Waukesha
County District Attorney Sue Opper in the case while Ben-
ton is represented by Attorney Paul Crawford, a public
defender.

During the last court appearance, Opper said Benton is
“alleged to have shot a person in the head during an inci-
dent in North Dakota” and it is not currently known what
he was doing in Wisconsin when he allegedly shot a
Delafield police officer and a Hartland police officer early
the morning of Nov. 6. 

From the Waukesha police blotter
12:43 p.m. Friday — Two callers reported an intoxi-
cated driver in the area of Cascade Drive and
North Grandview Boulevard. Police learned a man
had spilled his food in the car and was driving and
trying to recover the food at the same time.
See the blotter on 5A.

Ixonia EMS 
captain dies 

due to COVID-19

By Alex Nemec
anemec@conleynet.com

262-513-2661

TOWN OF IXONIA — Ixonia Fire Department Emergency
Medical Services Captain Kelly Raether died on Thanksgiv-
ing due to complications related to COVID-19, according to
a Facebook post by the Ixonia Fire Department. 

She was 42. 
Raether lived a life of service, helping people as often as

she could as the EMS captain in Ixonia, a registered nurse
at the Aurora Medical Center in Hartford and a lecturer at
Carroll University in the nursing college. 

Ixonia Fire Department Chief Dave Schilling said
Raether recently celebrated her 15th anniversary with the
department after joining in November 2005. 

“She was a force to be reckoned with. She’d be around and
you’d know it,” Schilling said. “She was very adamant on
taking care of the community and providing for the com-
munity.”

Schilling said he partnered in the department with
Raether for 12 years and described her as a vibrant, bubbly
and vocal person with a no-nonsense attitude. 

“She took her duties very seriously,” Schilling said. “She 

Next court date set for Feb. 1

TOWN OF IXONIA

Raether worked as nurse 
in Hartford, lecturer at Carroll

See BENTON, PAGE 6A

See RAETHER, PAGE 2A
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Water
From Page 1A

station, a 13-mile water sup-
ply pipeline will be con-
structed through West Allis,
Greenfield and New Berlin to
Waukesha. The 23-mile
return flow line will begin at
the Clean Water Plant in
Waukesha and be built

through New Berlin and
Muskego, ending in
Franklin.

Milwaukee Water Works
Superintendent Karen
Dettmer said the pipeline
travels through communities
including Milwaukee, New
Berlin, Muskego, Franklin,
West Allis, Greenfield, and
the city and Village of
Waukesha. 

“When complete, and when
Waukesha becomes one of
our many customers from
Milwaukee Water Works, we
will actually be saving the
Milwaukee existing cus-
tomers money,” she said. “It’s
amazing and it’s efficient and
it comes with that great col-
laboration. Milwaukee Water
Works currently serves 16
communities in three differ-

ent counties and we’re so
excited to add Waukesha to
that list of customers.”

Waukesha Common Coun-
cil President Cassie
Rodriguez said the project is
sustainable and safe for the
environment.

“While the construction
may cause some temporary
inconveniences, only 25% of
the pipeline route will be

through residential and
urban areas,” Rodriguez
said.

Waukesha Water Utility
General Manager Dan Duch-
niak said the challenge of
solving Waukesha’s water
issues is what brought him to
work for the city 18 years ago.

“To be honest, and I’ve said
this many times, reaching
the point where pipe is actu-

ally hitting the ground and
facilities are being construct-
ed is actually anti-climatic,”
he said. “But it’s important
to recognize the years and
work and collaboration with
our neighbors that has gotten
us here.” 

The public can remain
informed by visiting
www.greatwateralliance.co
m.

Benton
From Page 1A

Benton was arrested Nov. 6 after hours of searching by
law enforcement. The shooting took place after investiga-
tion of a hit-and-run report. Two people were with Ben-
ton at the time, but did not flee as he did. Their relation-
ship to him is currently unknown. 

Hartland Police Chief Torin Misko previously told the
Freeman the departments have started a fundraiser for
both officers with Waukesha State Bank under the “Hart-
land Officer Recovery Fund” and the “Delafield Officer
Recovery Fund.” They can also donate to P.O. Box 648,
Waukesha, WI to either fund.

A DNA sample will be taken in the case, but court tes-
timony did not specify how exactly it pertains to the
investigation. 

Benton will appear again in court Feb. 1. 

Jake Ekdahl/Freeman Staff

Nathanael Benton speaks with his attorney Paul Crawford at
the Waukesha County Courthouse Monday.

MADISON (AP) — A
Madison high school student
has died after a brief coron-
avirus-related illness,
according to officials.  

In an email to students
and families, East High
School’s principal said
junior Isai Morocho died
unexpectedly during the
Thanksgiving break. 

Principal Brendan Kear-
ney described Morocho as ‘‘a
caring friend and family
member with a ready smile
and great sense of humor,’’
as well as ‘‘an excellent stu-
dent who enjoyed theatre
and had talked of becoming
a chef and owning his own
business.’’  

Another 22 people have
died from COVID-19 in Wis-
consin, and 3,831 more resi-
dents have been infected,
state health officials said
Sunday. That brings the
statewide total up to 384,701
cases  and 3,307 COVID-19
deaths in Wisconsin.

Madison high
school student

dies of
COVID-19

complications

LONDON (AP) — Dave
Prowse, the British
weightlifter-turned-actor
who was the body, though
not the voice, of arch-vil-
lain Darth Vader in the
original ‘‘Star Wars’’ trilo-
gy, has died. He was 85. 

Prowse died Saturday
after a short illness, his
agent Thomas Bowington
said Sunday. 

Born in Bristol, south-
west England, in 1935,
Prowse was a three-time
British weightlifting cham-
pion and represented Eng-
land in weightlifting at the
1962 Commonwealth Games
before breaking into movies
with roles that emphasized
his commanding size,
including Frankenstein’s
monster in a pair of Ham-
mer Studios horror films. 

Director George Lucas
saw Prowse in a small part
in ‘‘A Clockwork Orange’’
and asked the 6-foot-6-inch
actor to audition for the vil-
lainous Vader or the Wook-
ie Chewbacca in ‘‘Star
Wars.’’ 

Prowse later told the BBC
he chose Darth Vader
because ‘‘you always
remember the bad guys.’’ 

Physically, Prowse was
perfect for the part. Yet his
lilting English West Coun-
try accent was considered
less than ideal and his lines

were dubbed by James Earl
Jones. 

Prowse donned Darth
Vader’s black armor and
helmet for ‘‘Star Wars’’
(1977), ‘‘The Empire Strikes
Back’’ (1980) and ‘‘Return of
the Jedi‘‘ (1983). 

Dave Prowse, actor
who played Darth
Vader, dies at 85

Associated Press

In this file photo dated Satur-
day, May 26, 2007, actor
David Prowse, who was the
man in the black Darth Vader
suit in the first Star Wars film,
signs autographs at Star Wars
Celebration IV, marking the
30th anniversary of the
release of the first film in the
Star Wars saga, in Los Ange-
les. The British actor died
aged 85 on Saturday, accord-
ing to an announcement by
his agent Sunday.

Moderna asking US,
European regulators
to OK its virus shots

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (AP)
Moderna Inc. said it would
ask U.S. and European regu-
lators Monday to allow
emergency use of its
COVID-19 vaccine as new
study results confirm the
shots offer strong protection
— ramping up the race to
begin limited vaccinations
as the coronavirus rampage
worsens. 

Multiple vaccine candi-
dates must succeed for the
world to stamp out the pan-
demic, which has been on
the upswing in the U.S. and
Europe. U.S. hospitals have
been stretched to the limit
as the nation has seen more
than 160,000 new cases per
day and more than 1,400
daily deaths. Since first
emerging nearly a year ago
in China, the virus has
killed more than 1.4 million
people worldwide. 

Moderna is just behind
Pfizer and its German part-
ner BioNTech in seeking to
begin vaccinations in the
U.S. in December. Across the
Atlantic, British regulators
also are assessing the Pfizer
shot and another from
AstraZeneca. 

Moderna created its shots
with the U.S. National Insti-
tutes of Health and already
had a hint they were work-
ing, but said it got the final
needed results over the

weekend that suggest the
vaccine is more than 94%
effective. Of 196 COVID-19
cases so far in its huge U.S.
study, 185 were trial partici-
pants who received the
placebo and 11 who got the
real vaccine. The only peo-
ple who got severely ill — 30,
including one who died —
received dummy shots, said
Dr. Tal Zaks, the Cambridge,
Massachusetts, company’s
chief medical officer. 

Associated Press

In this July 27 file photo,
nurse Kathe Olmstead pre-
pares a shot that is part of a
possible COVID-19 vaccine,
developed by the National
Institutes of Health and Mod-
erna Inc., in Binghamton,
N.Y. Moderna Inc. says it will
ask U.S. and European reg-
ulators to allow emergency
use of its COVID-19 vaccine.


