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WAUKESHA — With the
Nov. 3 General Election fast
approaching, Assembly Dis-
trict 97 candidates incumbent
Rep. Scott Allen, R-Waukesha,
and challenger Aaron Perry,
D-Waukesha, took some time
to write down and share their

thoughts with The Freeman
about various issues ranging
from mask mandates to police
reform and legislative redis-
tricting. 

This isn’t the first time the
two have faced off in an elec-
tion. Only the last time Perry

ran as a Republican, vying
with Allen and others in a
crowded primary for the same

Assembly seat in 2014. 

Assembly candidates discuss key issues
Incumbent Scott Allen, challenger
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WAUKESHA — Wisconsin
hit new daily highs Tuesday
for COVID-19 cases with
3,279 new positive cases
reported along with 34
deaths — also a record high
— and 959 hospitalizations.
Those numbers came the
day before an overflow hos-
pital is to open at the state
fairgrounds. 

Locally, Waukesha County
saw its greatest daily case
count by far according to
data on the county dash-
board Tuesday. The case
count reported for Monday
is 394, nearly double the pre-
vious record of 204, set last
week. 

Waukesha County Execu-
tive Paul Farrow’s office,
however, said the spike may
be inflated a bit due to a
quirk in how numbers are

reported. 
“A large number of results

from tests conducted in the
prior week were received
over the weekend by Wauke-
sha County Public Health,”
said Waukesha County Press
Secretary Nicole Armen-
dariz. “The processing of the
influx of cases was complet-
ed on Monday. As a result, the
weekend data is artificially
low and the data posted today
(which is for Monday), is arti-
ficially high. A more accu-
rate picture of the three-day
data on positive cases is to
average the 46 cases Saturday
with the 74 on Sunday and
the 394 on Monday.”

State, county
hit record

COVID case
numbers

County says data
reporting inflates 

case spike somewhat

Pence campaigns in Waukesha
at Weldall Manufacturing 

Steil introduces VP, speaks about law enforcement

Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

Vice President Mike Pence addresses 2020 election topics including the pandemic, taxes, police funding, economic recov-
ery, protests and more Tuesday in Waukesha.

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — Vice President
Mike Pence traveled to Weldall Manu-
facturing Tuesday, where he
announced President Donald Trump
and first lady Melania Trump are
“doing great” since their positive
COVID-19 diagnoses, said Trump was
back on the road Tuesday, and
addressed 2020 election topics includ-
ing the pandemic, taxes, police fund-
ing, economic recovery, protests and
more.

Pence criticized what he said Amer-
ica would look like under the presi-
dency of Joe Biden, Trump’s Demo-
cratic rival.

“Joe Biden and Kamala Harris
want a future of higher taxes, open
borders, socialized medicine, they
want to abolish fossil fuels, they want
to use taxpayer dollars to fund abor-
tion, they want to defund the police
and pack the Supreme Court,” Pence
said.

The event began with Hartland
Police Chief Torin Misco, who gave
the Pledge of Allegiance. Wisconsin
U.S. Rep. Bryan Steil, R-Janesville,
introduced Pence at 12:30 p.m.

“I serve in the House of Representa-
tives, so I have a front row seat as to
how far to the left the Democrats and
Joe Biden have gone,” Steil said. “I
need your help to get the job done in
the 1st Congressional District.”

Steil encouraged the state to vote
for Trump in three weeks and spoke
in support of law enforcement.

“Vice President Pence is a man of
faith, true to his conservative convic-
tions and a leader for our country and
he’s coming back to Wisconsin again

and again,” Steil said. “I think we
should name him an honorary Bad-
ger.”

Pence thanked the crowd for their
flags and yard signs, stating he is in
“Trump country.”

Pence said the Trump administra-
tion has saved countless lives through
their response to the pandemic.

“We’re developing medicines that
are literally saving lives and I’m
proud to report we are on track to
have the first safe and effective coron-
avirus vaccine before the end of this
year,” he said.

Pence also quoted Trump, stating
through the power of American sci-

ence they will “eradicate the China
virus.”

Pence said while “Joe Biden is talk-
ing about shutting down our econo-
my,” Trump is opening up America
again.

Some individuals in the crowd were
wearing masks and social distancing
was not visibly practiced.

“In just the last five months, after
losing 22 million jobs at the height of
this pandemic, we’ve already seen
11.5 million Americans go back to
work, including 237,000 people here in
Wisconsin,” Pence said.

Pence continued to voice support
for law enforcement and denounced
rioting and looting.

“The destruction of property or vio-
lence against law enforcement will
not be tolerated and those who do
these things will be prosecuted to the
fullest extent of the law,” he said.
“For months, all Joe Biden talked
about was peaceful protesters,
remember, all summer long, as the
American people watched businesses
and communities literally burn. We
saw cities in Wisconsin like Kenosha
and Milwaukee beset with violence
and destruction.”

Pence said Biden would “double
down” on policies that have led to vio-
lence in American cities.

“It’s no surprise Milwaukee has lit-
erally seen a 110% increase in homi-
cides this year,” Pence said. “All the
while Milwaukee’s Democrat mayor
has called for cutting 120 police offi-
cers in his 2021 budget.” 

The military’s budget was also
addressed, Pence calling it “hollowed
out by devastating budget cuts” prior
to the Trump administration.

Wisconsin U.S. Rep. Bryan Steil, R-
Janesville, introduces Pence at the
Tuesday rally.

See PENCE, PAGE 8A
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WAUKESHA — More than
a decade since it began its
quest for Lake Michigan
water, the city of Waukesha
is expected to see construc-
tion begin soon on a 23 1/2-
mile pipeline that will one
day return treated Lake

Michigan water to the Root
River watershed and eventu-
ally Lake Michigan itself. 

Waukesha residents might
have already seen the early
signs of the project’s begin-
nings. 

Giant pipes have been
gradually delivered to stag-
ing sites along the route over 

LAKE MICHIGAN WATER PROJECT 

Return-flow pipeline
construction begins soon 

Utility to hold virtual open house
on project timeline, impacts 

Cara Spoto/Freeman Staff 

Pipes that will soon be part of a nearly 24-mile-long pipeline
sit along Sentry Drive in Waukesha. Construction of the
pipeline, which is designed to return treated water back to
Lake Michigan, is slated to begin later this month.

See PIPELINE, PAGE 8A
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Pence
From Page 1A

“But in three short years
I’m proud to report to you
we rebuilt our military,”
Pence said.

Attacks on religious faith
must stop, Pence said, and
he said Supreme Court
nominee Amy Coney Bar-
rett’s hearing deserves to be
“respectful and dignified.”
Pence also raised concerns
about Joe Biden “packing
the court” with Democrats.

Democratic party
response

Waukesha County Demo-
cratic Party Chairman Matt
Mareno said he would like
to invite Pence to go to Joe
Biden’s website and to read
Biden’s plans because many
of Pence’s statements were
not true.

“The fact is, Joe Biden
does not support defunding
the police, they do not sup-
port abolishing all fossil
fuels, they don’t support
socializing medicine, they
don’t support raising taxes
on millions of Americans …
there’s nothing in Biden’s
policies that promote open
borders,” Mareno said.

Mareno said the COVID-

19 pandemic has been han-
dled poorly by the Trump
administration.

“They like to make up
their own facts,” he said.
“The CDC director said that
is not the time table (for a
vaccine) that they are work-
ing with … and if they
think that they are giving
themselves an A plus for 8
million infected and 220,000
dead, then I would hate to
see what a failing grade
would look like.”

Mareno said the U.S. has
the most robust military
funding in the world’s his-
tory so it’s not true the
Trump administration
inherited a depleted bud-
get. Mareno also said
Trump inherited a great
economy created under

the Obama administra-
tion.

“Under the Trump admin-
istration we have seen fami-
lies continue to struggle,”
Mareno said. “Wages have
not significantly increased
and the majority of the eco-
nomic stimulus that the
Trump administration cre-
ated through the tax cuts
went to millionaires and bil-
lionaires.”

Regarding the civil
unrest, Mareno said: “We
are in the middle of one of
the most important civil
rights demonstrations in

the last 40 to 50 years.”
Mareno said the Trump

administration is creating
more division in the coun-
try and “fanning the
flames.”

In a press release, the
Democratic National Com-
mittee announced the
unveiling of a new billboard
in Waukesha which high-
lights how Pence’s “failed
coronavirus response has
hurt Wisconsinites.”

The billboard should
reach voters near Weldall
Manufacturing this week,
according to the release.
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Cases
From Page 1A

That average number would
be 171, which would be more
similar to last week’s daily
numbers but still high for
three days in a row. 

Case numbers across Wis-
consin have seen rapid
growth. “It is not a surprise
that the case count rose so
quickly, (because) the growth
is exponential, not linear... so
before you know it (you) could
have 10,000 cases in a week
and it really depends on how
fast the virus is spreading
among people,” said Universi-
ty of Wisconsin Health Medi-
cal Director of Infection Con-
trol Nasia Safdar. 

The total number of people
who have died of coronavirus
statewide is 1,508. To date,
more than 155,000 people in
Wisconsin have tested posi-
tive. Wisconsin’s death count
as of Monday was the 30th
highest in the country overall
and the 42nd highest per capi-
ta at more than 25 deaths per
100,000 people. There have
been 595 new cases per 100,000
people in Wisconsin over the
past two weeks, which ranks
fourth in the country for new
cases per capita.

Democratic Gov. Tony Evers
attributed the increase to the
Wisconsin Supreme Court
striking down his ‘‘safer at
home’’ order in May at the
request of Republicans oppo-
nents, as well as fatigue over
wearing masks and taking
other steps to slow the spread. 

‘‘We let down our guard,’’ he
said on a conference call.

Evers urged people to stay at
home, wear masks when they
go out, limit exposure to oth-
ers and maintain a social dis-
tance.

‘‘We have to get this virus
under control and help flatten
the curve to prevent our
health care system from being
overwhelmed,‘‘ he said.

Hospitals recorded a record
high number of patients on
Monday at 950, with 240 in
intensive care. The overflow
hospital opening at State Fair
Park will be prepared to han-
dle up to 50 patients starting
on today and can increase
from there depending on
need, said State Health Secre-
tary Andrea Palm. She urged
people to ‘‘double down’’ on
taking steps to prevent a
spread of the virus so hospi-
tals won’t become overrun,
forcing patients into the over-
flow facility.

Safdar said some hospitals
have made changes to accom-
modate a rising number of
COVID cases, and projections
don’t indicate the situation
will improve in the next few
weeks. She said the number of
beds available is one part of

the equation, but so is
staffing, in the event health
care workers fall ill them-
selves. “You cannot conjure
up a fully trained health care
worker out of thin air,” she
said. 

Evers also called on Repub-
licans who control the Legis-
lature to come forward with
their plans for fighting the
virus. Republicans successful-
ly sued to overturn Evers’
‘‘safer at home’’ order earlier
this year and are now suing to
overturn the statewide mask
mandate Evers enacted. 

A GOP-controlled legisla-
tive committee took steps on
Monday to block new indoor
capacity limits Evers
ordered.

The committee directed the
Department of Health Ser-
vices to submit a rule on the
capacity limits, which the
Legislature could then vote to
overturn. Evers said there
was no reason to submit a rule
given that his order is in place.

Contributing:
The Associated Press 

By the numbers

Waukesha County 
COVID-19 cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Active: 1,463
■ Recovered: 7,848
■ Deceased: 98
■ Cumulative case total: 9,409
■ Daily confirmed case count:
394

Emergency department visits
■ COVID-9 symptoms: 8
■ Flu symptoms: 1

County weekly 
unemployment claims: 6,800

■ Seven-day average percent-
age positive test results: 10.6%
■ Percentage cases requiring
hospitalization: 5%
■ Cases per 100,000 population:
2,355.5
■ State average cases per
100,000 population: 2,689.3
■ Case fatality percentage: 1.0%
■ State average fatality percent-
age: 1.0%

Municipal active cases 
■ Waukesha: 256
■ Menomonee Falls: 153
■ Brookfield: 137
■ New Berlin: 107

Most affected age group:
20-29 years

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 1,508
■ Positive tests: 155,471
■ Negative tests: 1,556,954

Source: Waukesha County COVID Case
Dashboard, Wisconsin Department of

Health Services 

Pipeline
From Page 1A

the past few weeks. Several
piles currently sit along Sen-
try Drive near the Waukesha
Water Utility wastewater
plant, where the pipeline
will start. 

Contracts for the return-
flow infrastructure were
awarded earlier this year
and came in $20 million
under budget. The contract
was awarded to S.J. Louis
Construction, Inc. for under
$80.4 million.

Speaking about the project
on Tuesday, Waukesha
Water Utility General Man-
ager Dan Duchniak said he
expected contractors to start
laying pipe by the end of the
month. 

“The contractor is taking
delivery of all the materials
right now and those are
being placed along the route.

There is a lot of pipe that is
going into the ground,”
Duchniak said.

Construction will be tak-
ing place at multiple points
along the route, which will
run along Sentry Drive,
West Sunset Drive, West
Avenue, Les Paul Parkway,
Racine Avenue, Interstate
43, Small Road, Moorland
Road, Durham Drive, North
Cape Road, West Ryan
Road, and South 60th
Street. 

The utility is planning to
host a virtual open house on
Monday evening to help res-
idents along the route
understand how construc-
tion of the pipeline could
impact their daily com-
mutes. 

“People will be able to see
where the projected con-
struction is slated to take
place, and if and when
pipeline construction will be
taking place in their neigh-

borhood,” Duchniak said. 
Residents can register for

the open house at greatwat-
eralliance.com/register-
Waukesha. 

The open house starts at 6
p.m. on Oct. 19.

Booster station 
and supply pipeline 

Progress is also being
made on other portions of
the project, Duchniak said.

Bids for the 12-mile water-
supply pipeline were award-
ed by the Waukesha Com-
mon Council last month,
and the Public Service Com-
mission is expected give a
final up or down vote soon
on the utility’s proposal to
construct its booster pump-
ing station and reservoirs at
a site off East Broadway and
Rempe Drive.

The utility has been work-
ing on the relocation since
March after the city of New
Berlin agreed to pay the util-

ity $2 million to abandon its
plans to construct the pro-
ject on a farm field at Racine
Avenue and Swartz Road in
Minooka Park.

Duchniak said he expects
the PSC to deliver its final
ruling by November. 

In the meantime, the utili-
ty has been working to prep
the site. 

Construction of the BPS
and reservoirs is expected to
begin next spring and take
up to a year and a half to
complete.

How to go
What: Virtual open house on
return-flow pipeline
Where: Online
When: 6-7 p.m., Monday, Oct.
19
How to attend: Those wishing
to participate must register for
the event at greatwateral-
liance.com/registerWaukesha 

Courtesy of Democratic National Committee

In a press release, the Democratic National Committee announced the unveiling of a new
billboard in Waukesha near the Tuesday rally, which criticizes President Donald Trump’s
response to the coronavirus.

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Supreme Court nominee
Amy Coney Barrett batted
away Democrats’ skeptical
questions Tuesday on
abortion, health care and a
possible disputed-election
fight over transferring
presidential power, insist-
ing in a long and lively
confirmation hearing she
would bring no personal
agenda to the court but
decide cases ‘‘as they
come.’’ 

The 48-year-old appellate
court judge declined to say
whether she would recuse
herself from any election-
related cases involving
President Donald Trump,
who nominated her to fill
the seat of the late Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg and
is pressing to have her con-
firmed before the the Nov.
3 election.  

‘‘Judges can’t just wake
up one day and say I have
an agenda — I like guns, I
hate guns, I like abortion, I

hate abortion — and walk
in like a royal queen and
impose their will on the
world,’’ Barrett told the
Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee during its second day of
hearings.  

‘‘It’s not the law of
Amy,’’ she said. ‘‘It’s the
law of the American peo-
ple.’’ 

Trump has said he wants
a justice seated for any dis-
putes arising from his
heated election with
Democrat Joe Biden, but
Barrett testified she has
not spoken to Trump or his
team about election cases.
Pressed by panel
Democrats, she declined to
commit to recusing herself
from any post-election
cases without first consult-
ing the other justices. 

‘‘I can’t offer an opinion
on recusal without short-
circuiting that entire pro-
cess,’’ she said. 

A frustrated Sen. Dianne
Feinstein, the top Demo-

crat on the panel, all but
implored the nominee to
be more specific about how
she would handle land-
mark abortion cases,
including Roe v. Wade and
the follow-up Pennsylva-
nia case Planned Parent-
hood v. Casey, which con-
firmed it in large part. 

‘‘‘I don’t have an agenda

to try to overrule Casey,’’
said Barrett. ‘‘I have an
agenda to stick to the rule
of law and decide cases as
they come.’’  

She later declined to
characterize the Roe v.
Wade decision that legal-
ized abortion as a ‘‘super-
precedent’’ that must not
be overturned. 

Biden addresses
high court 
packing

WASHINGTON (AP) — Joe
Biden says he is ‘‘not a fan’’ of
adding seats to the Supreme
Court, after weeks of avoiding
questions about the idea that’s
been pushed by progressives
and used by Republicans to
attack him. 

Biden argued that the focus
should remain on President
Donald Trump and Republicans’
efforts to push through Amy
Coney Barrett as a replacement
for Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
before the Nov. 3 election. 

‘‘That’s the court-packing the
public should be focused on,’’ he
said. 

Biden has expressed opposi-
tion to expanding the Supreme
Court before, but in recent
weeks notably dodged multiple
questions from the media about
the proposal, insisting he would
answer the question after the
election. His running mate, Cali-
fornia Sen. Kamala Harris,
refused to answer the question
during her debate with Vice
President Mike Pence last week. 

Harris, however, expressed
support for court-packing dur-
ing her primary bid for presi-
dent. 

Barrett bats away
tough Democratic

confirmation probing

Hilary Swift/The New York Times via AP, Pool

Supreme Court justice nominee Amy Coney Barrett departs
at the conclusion of the second day of her testimony during
her Senate Judiciary Committee confirmation hearing Tues-
day on Capitol Hill in Washington.


