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Penny Wars raise
funds at Butler
Middle School 

WAUKESHA — Seventh-
and eighth-grade students
in a service and leadership
class at Butler Middle
School have been fundrais-
ing to help a local school
where many children are
economically disadvan-
taged. Through a Penny
Wars campaign and the sale
of hot chocolate before and
after school, Butler Middle
students are hoping to earn
$4,000 to buy enough hats
and gloves for Blair Elemen-
tary School students. 

Kieira Brown, one of the
eighth-grade leaders, says
Butler students did research
into which schools face the
most challenges.

“We’re gonna help them to
make sure they stay warm
while walking to school and

playing on the playground,”
said Brown.

The fundraiser ends on

Friday and students will
learn how much they helped
raise early next week.

State still searching
for home for 
sex offender

WAUKESHA — It’s been
almost 10 months since con-
victed sex offender Edward
Barborich was granted
supervised release from a
state facility and he still
doesn’t have a permanent
home — and his wait isn’t
over as the state continues
searching for one.

Barborich, 56, has been
under a civil commitment as
a sexually violent person
since 2008, after a trial in
which a jury determined he
suffered from a mental con-
dition that makes him pre-
disposed to commit sexually
violent acts and he is likely
to reoffend. He previously
assaulted three children and
was sentenced to prison. In
2015, he filed for discharge,
but before a trial could be
held, he opted instead to
seek supervised release,
which, online court records
indicate, the state agreed to
in February. But the state
Department of Health Ser-
vices has said it is having
trouble finding suitable resi-
dences for Barborich, as he
is classified as a serious
child sex offender.

In a letter to Judge Maria
Lazar dated Nov. 28, the DHS
said it thought it had a place
for him in Ashland County
or Portage County, but the
latter wasn’t available until
Dec. 1, and the former was
being considered for anoth-
er man granted release in
Forest County. The DHS said
it takes in chronological
order the requests it

receives to find housing for
offenders, and of 34 such
cases pending statewide,
seven are ahead of Bar-
borich in the line.

A status conference was set
for March 8.

One dead, another 
seriously injured 
in Falls crash 

MENOMONEE FALLS —
One person was killed and
another seriously injured
Wednesday morning in a
two-vehicle crash on Bound-
ary Road south of County
Line Road.  

The incident occurred just

before 9:37 a.m., according to
a Menomonee Falls Police
Department press release. 

A preliminary investiga-
tion indicates that a semi-
tractor trailer was traveling
southbound on Boundary
Road when it collided with a
sport utility vehicle that had
been northbound on the two-
lane roadway.  One occupant
of the SUV was pronounced
dead at the scene. The only
other occupant of the auto-
mobile was taken to an area
hospital by Flight for Life
with serious injuries. 

The semi’s operator was
not injured, the release
states. 

Attempts to learn the iden-
tity of the deceased SUV
occupant and the the injured
occupant’s condition were
unsuccessful on Wednesday
evening. 

Boundary Road south of
County Line Road was
reportedly closed for much
of the day on Wednesday as
the incident was investigat-
ed.
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WAUKESHA — A couple
living in the 1000 block of
Maitland Drive received a
phone call over the week-
end from someone who
claimed he was soliciting
money for the Waukesha
Police Department. 

The caller claimed to
work for the police depart-
ment and was looking for
donations. The couple fig-
ured it was a scam, but
called the actual police
department to report the
incident. 

Lt. Kevin Rice said that
was the first incident this
year with that specific type
of scam, but it has hap-
pened before. 

“The Waukesha Police
Department will never call
and solicit donations over
the phone,” Rice said in an
email when asked about the
incident. 

He said the most common
scam people have reported
are calls that pop up as
“Waukesha Police” on a
caller ID and the scammer
pretends to be from the
police department and states

the victim has unpaid tick-
ets or warrants costing thou-
sands of dollars. The scam-
mer then asks the victim to
purchase iTunes gift cards
and make the payment over
the phone. 

Waukesha police have
had several cases where a
victim believes the scam-
mer and purchase several
thousand dollars’ worth of
gift cards and give codes for
the cards over the phone.
The scammer can transfer
that money to another
account in seconds and the
victim is left with valueless
gift cards, Rice said. 

“We will never attempt to
get payment for war-
rants/parking tickets or
any other issue over the
phone with gift cards. If
residents receive these
types of calls involving any
type of payment over the
phone with ‘gift cards’ it is
always a scam,” Rice said.
“They are encouraged to
just hang up and call the
police department.” 

— Freeman Staff

Waukesha 
residents receive

scam call 
requesting police

donations

Ashley Haynes/Freeman Staff

Butler Middle School sixth-grader Allison Wadd came prepared for the Penny Wars with a
bag full of spare change.

Aedan Perdue, Eleta Hutton, business education teacher
Rochelle Kozelek and Kieira Brown rally Butler Middle School
students to come and do their part for the school’s Penny Wars.

TOWN OF MERTON —
After a discussion at
Wednesday morning’s
Buildings & Grounds Com-
mittee meeting, the group
has recommended that a
proposed aquatic facility
feasibility study be brought
to the Arrowhead Union
High School District School
Board as a whole. 

School Board President
Robert Rosch confirmed
that the study will be dis-
cussed at next week’s
board meeting, pending
approval. 

This is the second time a
feasibility study has been
brought to the Buildings &
Grounds Committee. After
initially being proposed by
the Lake Country Phoenix
group, the committee
decided it needed more
information before mak-
ing a final recommenda-
tion. Lake Country
Phoenix is seeking some
financial support from the
school district, as the total
cost of the feasibility
study would come to
$11,000.

Staff from Lake Country
Phoenix have gone to
training sessions to gain
further knowledge on how

to put such a study togeth-
er. 

An aquatic facility feasi-
bility study would develop
a plan on how a new and
expanded pool would oper-
ate in the district. A larger
pool would make it easier
for the district to increase
revenue by offering non-
competitive swimming
activities to community
members. The district’s
current  five-year long-
term maintenance plan
says that some major reno-
vations will soon be need-
ed to the current facility.
Rosch has emphasized hat
no tax dollars are being
used to fund a new pool.

The next regular school
board meeting is sched-
uled for Dec. 13 at 7 p.m. at
the district office board
room, 700 North Ave. If
approved by the board,
data from the study will be
available next spring.

— Freeman Staff

ARROWHEAD UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

Aquatic facility 
feasibility study put on
School Board agenda

Water utility
reminds 
residents

how to avoid
frozen pipes
WAUKESHA — With south-

east Wisconsin in the midst of
a cold snap, the Waukesha
Water Utility is reminding
homeowners how to avoid
frozen pipes with damage
prevention tips.

The utility says common
problem areas are pipes near
broken or open basement
windows, in unheated
crawlspaces, under kitchen
sinks or cupboards or by an
unheated wall. 

Warning signs include
unusually cold water coming
from a fixture, low water flow,
extremely cold piping or a
sputtering sound when turn-
ing on water. 

To thaw a frozen pipe, the
safest method is using a hair
dryer or exhaust from a vacu-
um cleaner, according to a
press release. Never thaw
with an open flame or torch,
which poses a fire hazard. 

If a pipe bursts due to freez-
ing, the utility recommends
that homeowners know
where the main shut-off
valve is located. Also check
for clogged drains in the base-
ment to avoid flooding in case
of a burst pipe.

— Freeman Staff

Second man
charged in
robbery of
Elm Grove
group home
WAUKESHA — A Milwau-

kee man is the second to be
charged after his fingerprint
was allegedly found on a TV
the two allegedly tried steal-
ing from an Elm Grove group
home earlier this month.

Kevin Thomas, 27, was
charged Thursday in Wauke-
sha County Circuit Court
with armed robbery and had
a warrant issued for his
arrest. Last week, a co-defen-
dant, Omar Wixson, 25, was
charged in the case, with a
warrant issued for his arrest
as well.

A person at the group home
for elderly people with devel-
opmental disabilities, 1820
Westmoor Terrace, reported
that on Nov. 13 two men wear-
ing ski masks and armed
with guns entered the facility
and took property. One man
held the woman on the floor
with a gun to her head while
the other tried to take a 60-
inch TV set before they also
took $545, credit cards and
her cellphone from her purse,
the complaint said.

The group home’s owner
said an employee who was
recently fired had threatened
that she was going to damage
his property and take his tele-
vision, the complaint added.
Traffic cameras along Inter-
state 94 caught images of a
white Chevy Impala
described by the alleged vic-
tim. Police were able to
recover the TV and send it to
the State Crime Lab, where
fingerprints belonging to
Wixson and Thomas were
found on it, the complaint
said. 

— Freeman Staff

Man charged in
area burglaries
WAUKESHA — A Milwau-

kee man allegedly burglar-
ized six Waukesha County
businesses last summer
before he was sent to prison
in another case out of Racine
County.

Raymond B. Smith was
charged Thursday in Wauke-
sha County Circuit Court
with six counts of burglary.
He already has a burglary
case pending in Waukesha
County, as well as matters in
Washington and Fond du Lac
counties, court records indi-
cate.

A criminal complaint out-
lined six incidents from
Menomonee Falls to Sussex
to Brookfield between Jan. 15
and June 19, where a man,
identified by his wife as
Smith, was seen using a rock
or metal object to break glass
doors and enter businesses,
often making off with cash
from registers or the drawers
themselves.

The complaint added the
methodology was similar
across 26 burglaries in sur-
rounding communities.

Smith was convicted in a
2011 burglary case in Racine
County, where online court
records show his probation
was revoked and he was sen-
tenced to prison.

What do you think?
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Leadership & Service students at Horning Middle School helped fill 200 backpacks with
food staples as part of a community service project.

Horning Middle School students learning through service
WAUKESHA — When Leadership & Service students at Horning Middle School first

heard about the organization Blessings in a Backpack, they were inspired to help the
group achieve its mission of feeding less fortunate children. 

After Regina Estrada, coordinator of Blessings in a Backpack, came to speak to sev-
enth- and eighth-graders, they decided to take on their own backpack fill. Estrada
helped organize the event, which took place on Dec. 1. Students in the Leadership &
Service class filled 200 backpacks and then hand-delivered them across the parking lot
to Banting Elementary School. The backpacks were filled with staples like applesauce,
instant oatmeal and Nutri-Grain bars. 

— Freeman Staff


