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HOMEWORK:

How much is enough?

Public, private school officials weigh

Brookfield Academy students such as Rachel Vasan are part of a smaller school atmosphere, which Upper School Head
Daniel Davis says makes it easier for students to voice concerns about workload.

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com
262-513-2681

PEWAUKEE — No matter what age
a student is, there is sure to be some
grumbling when it comes to doing
homework. Just how much homework
students in each grade should complete
each night is up for debate, and any
guidelines as to an ideal amount of
time could be difficult to enforce.

For Pewaukee School District stu-
dents, there are no guidelines that
spell out how much homework stu-
dents should have.

“We wouldn't be interested in any-
thing as prescriptive as saying you
need X amount of minutes of home-
work per night,” said Superintendent
Mike Cady. “Research says that the
value of homework increases in older
students.”

One study shows that overall, the
amount of time spent on work isn’t the
most important aspect to student suc-
cess. A group of Spanish researchers
with the University of Oviedo studied
over 7,200 adolescents to gauge their
academic performances and how
much homework they complete each
night. Their findings show that the

in

Ashley Haynes/Freeman Staff

optimum duration of homework for
teenage students is an hour a night;
however, autonomy when doing home-
work was shown to be the most impor-
tant individual variable when it came
to math and science, not the amount of
effort or time spent on homework.

“When we talk about homework, it’s
about making sure we have a mean-
ingful task that has been reinforced in
the classroom,” said Cady. “Homework
is a tool, and it's really the domain of
our teachers as well-educated profes-
sionals on how much to give.”

See HOMEWORK, PAGE 2A

WAUKESHA WATER PROJECT

Return flow
utility could
save ratepayers
$26 million

Water Commission
postpones approval, awaiting
city administrator’s analysis

By Hannah Weikel
hweikel@conleynet.com
262.513-2651

‘WAUKESHA — The Wauke-
sha Water Utility is seeking to
create a separate Return Flow
Utility that would set rates
and rate increases for all treat-
ed wastewater that will even-
tually flow into Lake Michi-
gan via the Root River — sav-
ing an estimated $26 million
for ratepayers.

Although an ordinance that
would create the new utility
‘was written up and ready for
the Waukesha Water Commis-
sion’s approval at a meeting
Thursday night, the move was
postponed, awaiting further
analysis by the city.

According to the water
utility, the cost to return
treated wastewater to Lake
Michigan will amount to
about $177 million of the
overall $286 million project.
Due to certain financing
rules for the water diversion
project, the water utility
cannot pay back that portion
of debt through increased
water rates. Instead, the
$177 million must be paid
back by raising rates
through the wastewater util-
ity or by creating a return
flow utility, said Dan Duch-
niak, general manager of
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the Waukesha Water Utility.

If the city’s wastewater util-
ity takes out loans to pay for
returning treated wastewater
to Lake Michigan, it would
have to raise rates to generate
revenue that’s 125 percent of
the original $177 million, due
to different bonding require-
ments from past city projects,
Duchniak said.

A return flow utility would
only have to generate revenue
that is 110 percent of $177 mil-
lion through raised rates, sav-
ing ratepayers about $26 mil-
lion over 30 years.

Greater impacts

While the water utility is
pushing for a return flow util-
ity, the city would stand to
benefit from an additional $26
million in revenue if the
return flow debt is paid back
by the city’s wastewater utili-
ty. That additional revenue
could go toward public works
projects in the future that are
unrelated to the Great Lakes
‘water project.

See WATER, PAGE 2A

House OKs GOP tax bill; Senate fate less clear

said the measure would “hurt

WASHINGTON  (AP)
Republicans passed a near
$1.5 trillion package overhaul-
ing corporate and personal
taxes in the House on Thurs-
day.

The near party-line 227-205
vote came as Democrats on
the other side of the Capitol
pointed to new estimates
showing the Senate version of
the plan would boost future
taxes on lower and middle-
income Americans. Those
projections, coupled with
complaints by some GOP sen-
ators about their chamber’s
proposal, suggest party lead-
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ers still face a challenge in
crafting a measure that can
make it through Congress
over solid Democratic opposi-
tion.

House passage raised GOP
hopes that President Donald
Trump would be able to claim
a big victory in a year high-
lighted so far by the Senate
crash of the party’s effort to
repeal President Barack
Obama’s health care law. The
first major tax rewrite in
three decades has been a
career-long goal of countless
Republicans politicians.

“Passing this bill is the sin-

gle biggest thing we can do to
grow the economy, to restore
opportunity and help those
middle income families who
are struggling,” said House
Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis.
Thirteen Republicans — all
but one from high-tax Califor-
nia, New York and New Jersey
— voted “no” because the
plan would erase tax deduc-
tions for state and local
income and sales taxes and
limit property tax deductions
to $10,000. Defectors included
House Appropriations Com-
mittee Chairman Rodney
Frelinghuysen, R-N.J., who

New Jersey families.”

Democrats derided the plan
as a scheme to help the rich
but do little for others.

Both the House and Senate
versions of the legislation
would cut the 35 percent cor-
porate tax rate to 20 percent,
while reducing some personal
taxpayers’ rates and erasing
and shrinking deductions for
individuals. Projected federal
deficits would grow by $1.5
trillion over the coming
decade.

See BILL, PAGE 8A

Fun Things To Do This Weekend

Associated Press
House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy and House
Speaker Paul Ryan smile Thursday as they talk with
reporters after the GOP tax overhaul bill passed in the
House on Capitol Hill in Washington.

WEATHER

Tomorrow:

Business....
Classified.
Comics...

Crossword. 7B
Lottery. A
Obituaries.

Opinion.

Spring City Squares, 7:30 p.m
to 10 p.m. Saturday, Trinity
Lutheran Church, 1052 White
Rock, Waukesha. Sigmanns
calling. Bishops cueing

Waukesha Christmas tree
lighting, 5:30 p.m. today, The
Rotunda near Youmans Park in

Sports....
Weather.

Volume 159, No. 166

Holiday Bazaar, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, Palmyra-Eagle High
School, 123 Burr Oak St.,

Palmyra. Admission $2. PEHS
Band Boosters lunch stand.
Nearly 100 booths of handcraft-
ed items,

Delafield tree lighting, 5 p.m. to
6 p.m. today, Clock Tower
Square, downtown Delafield
Holiday music & carols, hot
cocoa and cookies, candy canes
and a Letter to Santa box. Tree
lit at 5:30 p.m.

Holiday Craft Show, 9 a.m. to 4

p.m. Saturday, Fish Hatchery,
417 Main St., Delafield.

Waukesha Christmas parade,
starts 4 p.m. Sunday, goes along
Main Street in downtown Wauke-
sha

Muskego’s Country Christmas
& Parade, 1 p.m. parade and

Christmas activities from 2 p.m.
to 3 p.m. Saturday. Parade route
is Pioneer Drive from Janesville

Road to Veterans Memorial Park.

Immediately following the
parade, Christmas festivities will
take place at Veterans Memorial
Park

Winter Farmers Market, 10:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday, Southmin-
ster Presbyterian Church, 200
Richard St., Waukesha. Many
local farmers selling produce
and other locally-sourced prod-
ucts. Free admission. Potato bar
available for purchase.
www.southminsterchurch.org

Wintry mix
High 41
Low 23

See complete forecast on 8A
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Library patrons share their stories

By Jill Fuller

“T'll never forget the day I discov-
ered Mrs. Pickerel. I had finally
advanced to chapter books. Mrs. Pick-
erel and the Geiger Counter broke
open my world to mystery, intrigue,
quirky female characters, and
humor. The best feeling in the world
was driving home from the library
with 10-12 fresh new books for the
week.”

Every month, I get the privilege in
this paper to tell readers like you
about what libraries offer and how
libraries are changing their commu-
nities. But sometimes it’s better to
hear about these things from the peo-
ple who actually use them. At the
Southeast Wisconsin Festival of
Books a few weeks ago, we asked vis-
itors to write down or record their
library stories for us. People young
and old told stories about how the
library has helped them, their
favorite childhood memories of the
library, and why the library is impor-
tant to them. It was exciting to hear
all of the ways a library can affect so
many lives.

In talking with us, many people
focused on the role libraries played
during their earliest years. One story

read, “I grew up going
to the Waukesha Pub-
lic Library with my
parents. Every visit
there was special to
me. I knew I would
walk away with a stack
of books I could curl
up with and enjoy
being transported to
new places.” Looking back, another
patron wrote, “By the time I was 18,
had moved more times than years I
had been alive. Libraries were always
a safe haven. They welcomed me, the
librarians helped me find what I
wanted and suggested new books for
me to explore.”

Some stories focused on the library
as a unique place in the community.
One patron wrote, “The library is my
place to go for comfort and positive
energy soothing, restful but
dynamic and exciting too!” while
another said “I love the library
because it feels like home.” In one of
our videos, a local historian men-
tioned that “libraries are one of
those few, public funky spaces that
bring a lot of different kinds of peo-
ple together and I think that is valu-
able for the public good.”

Others told us about the specific

Fuller

library services they like to use.
“Recently, I have been using the com-
puters to practice my computer
skills,” wrote one woman. A teen
shared that by attending teen events,
“Imade a lot of friends and I gained a
lot of experience.” Others talked
about checking out audiobooks for
their commutes, attending the Memo-
ry Cafes, and doing homework at the
library. Another patron shared how
the library made a difference for her
child: “My son had an exam proc-
tored at the library. He was ill and
missed a lot of school and the library
helped him catch up on his studies.”

In a world that often asks, “Why do
we need libraries?” we collected
some real and powerful answers. In
doing so, we found that everyone has a
unique relationship to the library and
an important reason for being there.
Do you have a story about your
library? Please consider sharing it
with us on our new online form. It
doesn’t have to be fancy, it just has to
be yours. Go to tinyurl.com/my-
library-story to start. We can’t wait to
hear your story too.

(Jill Fuller is the coordinator of
marketing & communications for the
Bridges Library System.)

Homework

From Page 1A

Regarding the juggling
act older students have to
perfect when it comes to
school work, extracurricu-
lar activities and family
time, Cady says it can be
tough to regulate, especially
when a student has eight
different  teachers. He
explained that the Pewau-
kee School District is
focused in general on stu-
dent agency and making
sure students are confident
and mature enough to take
hold of their own educa-
tion.

“We want them to advo-
cate for themselves,” said
Cady. “The key, I think, is
that we don’t give too much
busy work to students.”

The Waukesha School Dis-
trict has a similar structure
where there is no timed
amount of homework a stu-
dent should receive, but
homework should be used
as a reinforcement of class-
room lessons. Homework
Policy 2330 states that the
number, frequency and
degree of difficulty of
homework  assignments
should be based on the abil-
ity and needs of the student.
In addition, homework
given to students should be
directly related to a learn-
ing target, have a clear pur-
pose and be an extension of
learning done during the
school day.

“We give this guidance
out to all of the schools and
ask that each school plan
with their staff what is
appropriate at each of the
levels,” said Dan Keyser,
director of secondary learn-
ing.

Ashley Haynes/Freeman Stalf

Teachers at Brookfield Academy are asked to assign students minimal homework, so students
like Jacob Jonas don't have to deal with an overload of work.

Homework in the realm
of private school

The struggle of finding a
balance between homework
and social life doesn’t
change much for private
school students. Daniel
Davis, head of Upper School
at Brookfield Academy, says
they are constantly analyz-
ing their students’ work-
load.

“It’s a real issue,” said
Davis. “It’s something
schools need to be sensitive
to and we are.”

Brookfield Academy also
has a policy that asks teach-
ers to assign minimal home-
work for each class, but to
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still provide meaningful
supplemental material.
Davis says the small school
atmosphere makes it easier
for school staff and faculty
to work alongside students.

“There is a student coun-
cil,” said Davis. “There are
student officers. They are
listened to and asked ques-
tions. In this school, stu-
dents can speak and adults
will listen to them.”

In addition to opening
pathways for communica-

tion, staff at Brookfield
Academy keep on hand a
test calendar so they are
aware of all major assign-
ments and stu-

From The FREEMAN files

On this day
in Waukesha County

70 years ago
Nov. 17, 1947

Organize Car Caravan in
Waukesha to Hear Stassen in
Milwaukee

‘Waukesha is one of nearly
two score of Wisconsin cities
which will send automobile
caravans to Milwaukee Mon-
day, Nov. 24, when Harold E.
Stassen opens his national
campaign for the Republican
presidential nomination in
the Auditorium. A caravan of
Stassen supporters now is
being organized by Lloyd
Tegge, Apt. 20-D, Grand View
Heights.

“The Waukesha caravan
will leave early enough to
arrive in Milwaukee at 6 p.m.
the day of the rally” Tegge
said today. “Members of the
caravans will be entertained
at an open house at the Pfis-
ter hotel before the rally, and
then will form a parade to

escort the former Minnesota | 1;

governor to the Auditorium.”
The parade will be headed by
the famous “hook-'em-Cow”
horse patrol, of South St.
Paul, Minn., Stassen’s home
town.

51 years ago
Nov. 17, 1966

Waukesha County, a New
Berlin man and his insurance
company were named in a
quarter million dollar dam-
age suit filed against them in
circuit court this week by a
Waterford couple. Raymond
E and Martha Winkler allege
that a county snow plow con-
tributed to the accident in
which they were injured Jan.
23 on Hy. F just north of the
Waukesha — Racine county
line.

According to their com-
plaint, they were injured to
the extent of $125,000 each
‘when their car and one driv-
en by Edward H. Haerter, 2801
S. 26th st., New Berlin, collid-
ed head-on.

The collision occurred
when Haerter tried to pass a
snow plow throwing a cloud
of snow which obscured visi-

dents are expected to have
turned it. Davis says there
should be no “busy work”
assigned and every piece of
homework should have a
purpose. As far as timing
goes, there is a sweet spot
staff strive to aim for.

“I think that no home-
work is going to mean no
learning and less reinforce-
ment,” said Davis. “I think
too much will yield to frus-
tration and exhaustion. I
think there’s an ideal mid-
dle ground.”

Water

From Page 1A
Duchniak said the Lake
Michigan water project

already has a big cost impact
to ratepayers in Waukesha
and would like to avoid
“unecessary” revenue.

“We want to do it as cost
effectively as possible for cus-
tomers,” Duchniak said. “It
also makes it very simple for
the public to hold us account-
able to the fact that we've
stated rates are going to dou-
ble or triple. We want to be
transparent with that.”

Mayor Shawn Reilly and
District 1 Alderman Terry

Water Commission. Both
asked that the group hold off
on a vote regarding a return
flow utility until the city and
water utility have had a
chance to discuss it further.

“T wish these talks would
have happened a while back.
I want a consensus between
all bodies involved instead of
one entity,” Thieme said.
“None of this is new, this
should have been figured out
long ago.”

Reilly reminded the com-
mission that the concept
would also require approval
from the Ordinance and
License Committee and Com-
mon Council, which rely
heavily on recommendations

Thieme sit on the
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Water commission approves
Milwaukee contract

WAUKESHA — The Waukesha Water Utility came out of
closed session and unanimously approved a $286 million
Great Lakes water contract with the city of Milwaukee on

Thursday

The contract — the product of months of negotiations —
is expected to become available to the public this afternoon.
ommon Council members will have a final review and

vote at the Dec. 5 meeting.

City Administrator Kevin
Lahner was invited to the
meeting Thursday and said
he is analyzing the costs and

cussed return flow at all.
Meanwhile, Duchniak said

the utility would like the

return flow utility to be cre-

of creating a return flow
utility, as well as its impact
on city residents, but the
city is so far “not fully on
board.”

Lahner said he first heard
about the plan about a month
ago, while the commission
and water utility have been
investigating the concept for
three or four months. The
Common Council has not dis-

ated and i by the

beginning of next year and

the utility’s budgeting pro-

cess has already been held up

awaiting approval of the new
utility.

“We need to afford [the
city] the time to do their own
investigation,” Duchniak
said. “We’ve been investigat-
ing this for the last three to
four months. The city has not
had that luxury”

Today’s

Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla.
is 83.

Rock musician Gerry
McGee (The Ventures) is 80.
Slnger Gordon Lightfoot is

Slnger songwriter Bob
Gaudio is 76.

Movie director Martin
Scorsese is 75.

Actress Lauren Hutton is
74.

Actor-director Danny DeVito
is 73.

“Saturday Night Live” pro-
ducer Lorne Michaels is 73.
Baseball Hall of Famer Tom
Seaver is 73. 1

Former Democratic National
Chalrman Howard Dean is

Former House Speaker
John Boehner is 68.

birthdays

Actress Mary Elizabeth
Mastrantonio is 59.

Actor William Moses is 58.
Entertainer RuPaul is 57.
Actor Dylan Walsh is 54.
National Security Adviser
Susan Rice is 53.

Actress Sophie Marceau is
51

Actress-model Daisy
Fuentes is 51.

Rhythm -and-blues singer
Ronnie DeVoe (New Edition;
Bell Biv DeVoe) is 50.

Rock musician Ben Wilson
(Blues Traveler) is 50.

Actor David Ramsey is 46.
Actor Leonard Roberts is
45.

Actress Leslie Bibb is 44.
Actor Brandon Call is 41.
Country singer Aaron
is 40.

bility, to the Win-
Klers.

The couple allege the coun-
ty was negligent by using a V-
shaped plow which threw
snow over both lanes of the
highway rather than one
which would throw it only to
the right.

Flavor of the day

Today and Saturday

Bubba’s, 1276 Capitol Drive,
Pewaukee

Today: Chocolate Chocolate
Cl

hip
Saturday: Oreo Mint

Culver's, 1650 E. Main St.,
Waukesha
Today: Caramel
Cashew
Saturday: Brownie
Thunder ;

Culver’s, 840 W.
Sunset Drive,
Waukesha

Today: Turtle
Saturday: Brownie
Batter Overload

Culver's, 2600 N. Grandview
Blvd., Waukesha

Today: Rocky Road
Saturday: Chocolate Eclair

Culver's, 14855 W. National
Ave., New Berlin

Today: Kit Kat Swirl

Saturday: Brandy Butter Pecan

Culver's, 3705 N. 124th St.,

Brookfield

Today: Butter Pecan

Saturday: Crazy for Cookie
Dough

Culver’s, 21300 W. Capitol
Drive, Town of Brookfield
Today: Cookies & Cream
Saturday: Raspberry Cordial

Culver’s, 15280 W. Bluemound
Road, EIm Grove

Today: Chocolate Covered
Strawberry

Saturday: Chocolale Oreo Vol-
cano

Culver’s, 701 Industrial Ct.,
artiand

Today: Bonfire S'mores
Saturday: Turtle

Culver's, 1090 N. Rochester
St,, Mukwonago

Today: Double Marshmallow
Oreo

Saturday: Caramel Pecan

Culver’s, W187-57959 Racine
Ave., Muskego

Today: Mint Brownie

Saturday: Pumpkin Pecan

Culver's, 1177 E. Summit Ave.,
Oconomowoc

Today: Bonfire Smores
Saturday: Double Strawberry

Culver's, W249-N6620 Highway
164, Town of Lisbon

Today: Kit Kat Swirl

Saturday: Cookies & Cream

Culver's, 400 E. Summit Ave.,
Wales.

Today: Turtle

Saturday: Chocolate Oreo Vol-
cano

Kopp's Frozen Custard, 18880
W. Bluemound Road, Town of
Brookield

Today: Grasshopper Fudge,
Pralines n' Caramel n' Cream
Saturday: Tiramisu, Cohenhead

LeDuc’s Frozen Custard
Drive-In, 240 W. Summit Ave.,
Wales

Today: Peanut Butter Brownie
Saturday: Rocky Road

Oscar’s Frozen Custard,
21165 Highway 18, Town of
Brookfield

Today: Heath Bar

Saturday: Chocolate Covered

— Local history compiled | Strawberry
by Patrice Shanks;
s com-
262:513:2639 Lottery
Also on this date Thursday, Nov. 16
Nov. 17, 1558 — Elizabeth [ WISCONSIN
acceded to the English throne -6C-3D-6D-"
upon the death of her half-sis- gicc:éd Cash  5G-60-3D 5?_5’:
ter, Queen Mary, beginning a | pick 4 9-9-6-6
44-year reign. SuperCash 3-10-15-16-19-26
Nov. 17, 1800 — Congress | SuperCash Doubler: o
held its first session in the Badger 5 9-10-23-24-26

partially completed U.S. Capi-

tol building.

Nov. 17, 1869 — The Suez
Canal opened in Egypt.

ov. 17, 1889 — The

Union Pacific Railroad Co.
began direct, daily railroad
service between Chicago and
Portland, Ore., as well as
Chicago and San Francisco.

Nov. 17, 1917 — French
sculptor Auguste Rodin died
in Meudon at age 77.

Nov. 17, 1934 — Lyndon
Baines Johnson married
Claudia Alta Taylor, better
known as Lady Bird, in San
Antonio, Texas.

Nov. 17, 1947 — President
Harry S. Truman, in an
address to a special session of
Congress, called for emergen-
cy aid to Austria, Italy and

France. (The aid was
approved the following
month.)

Nov. 17, 1968 — NBC out-
raged football fans by cutting
away from the closing min’
utes of a New York Jets-Oak-
land Raiders game to begin

the TV special “Heidi” on P

schedule. (After being taken
off the air, the Raiders came
from behind to beat the Jets,
4332)

Nov. 17, 1973 — President
Richard Nixon told Associat-
ed Press managing editors in
Orlando, Fla.: “People have
got to know whether or not
their president is a crook.
Well, I'm not a crook.”

Nov. 17,1979 —Iran’s Aya-
tollah Khomeini ordered the
release of 13 black and/or
female American hostages
being held at the US.
Embassy in Tehran.

Nov. 17, 1987 — A federal
jury in Denver convicted two
white supremacists of civil
rights violations in the 1984
slaying of radio talk show
host Alan Berg. (Both men
later died in prison.)
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